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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Job Challenged by Satan 
Job 1:1 -Job 23:1-17 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We begin today a series of studies on one of the most interesting characters of the Bible. He is Job, the man of patience. 

We remember the comment which the Holy Ghost made concerning Job, and which is recorded for us in the fifth chapter of James. 

"Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." 

Job was probably a contemporary of Abraham. One thing which we think worthy of mention is this fact: In the old days, far back before Christ, and even before the days of national Israel and her Prophets, God had good and great men upon the earth; men who trusted Him and served Him. 

According to the Word of God, the heathen world of today is dwelling in darkness and superstition, simply because the world of old in its wisdom, knew not God. It was for this cause that God gave them over to a reprobate mind. 

Returning to Job as a theme for study, we assure the readers that they will find, before we have completed our consideration, that there is much of faith, much of spiritual wisdom, and even much of prophetic vision bound up in the marvelous Book that relates the story of Job. 

The answer to many questions, which puzzle minds today, will be found in the Book of Job. 

The demands of God as He calls upon Job to stand up like a man, reveal visions of God in His creative power and inherent glory which are hardly surpassed in the Bible. 

Let none deceive themselves by imagining that the Book of Job is an ancient story which crept into the Bible. The Book of Job portrays with historical accuracy a God-given record of a man who lived in the land of Uz. 

His testings at the hand of Satan were real. The speeches of his three friends, who became more accusers than helpers, are real. Job's responses, where the sunshine and glory of undaunted faith is mixed with the darkness and despair of temporary doubt, are real. 

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. Let us begin our study of this man asking the Lord to illumine our minds to the message which He has for us. 

I. JOB'S MORAL AND SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY (Job 1:1 ) 
1. Job was perfect and upright. This is saying a good deal, but God said it. Let us not think for one moment that Job was sinless. He was not that, but God said of him "that there is none like him in the earth" (Job 23:8 ). 

Other men beside Job have been spoken of as perfect and upright. Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-6 ), was one of these. Here is the record concerning Zacharias and his wife, "They were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." 

Some people would have us to believe that all young men and young women in our day are corrupt. We do not accept this for a moment. Because we are living in a world dominated by sin does not mean that God does not have His true and tried ones, who are unsmirched by the filth of the flesh. 

The unsaved may, like Cornelius, be full of prayers and of alms deeds. However, it is in the realm of the redeemed and of those empowered by the Holy Ghost, that we find large numbers of men who are living with a conscience void of offence toward God and men. 

2. Spiritually Job feared God. Job's "fear of God," was the reason that he was perfect and upright. We know that the fruit of the Spirit includes all the beauties of moral perfection and uprightness. 

The extent to which Job feared God, and followed Him, will be brought out as we proceed in our studies. Suffice it now to say that Job's fear encompassed a wide margin of spiritual vision and faith. 

II. JOB'S FAMILY LIFE (Job 1:2 ; Job 1:4-5 ) 
Job was the father of seven sons, and of three daughters. Family life may have its temptations and testings, but there is nothing in the life of father or mother that makes it impossible to live acceptable to God. 

We read concerning Enoch that he walked with God, after he begat Methuselah, for three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. Mark you, that it was during the period of Enoch's family life that he walked with God. 

A godly home is the nearest place to Heaven of anything we know. Job had such a home. 

In Deuteronomy we are taught that the father shall teach all of God's statutes to his children. He shall talk of them when he sits in his house, and when he walks by the way. He shall bind them for a sign upon his hands, and they shall be as frontlets between his eyes. He shall write them upon the posts of his house, and upon his gates. 

Along this line it is interesting to note that when Job's sons feasted in their houses, and called in their sisters to the feast, that Job afterward sent for his sons and sanctified them. He rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all. Thus did Job continually. 

Would that we had more fathers today who kept up the family altar, more who watched diligently over their children, bringing them up in the nurture and fear of the Lord. 

III. JOB'S WEALTH (Job 1:3 ) 
Job was the greatest of all the men of the east. His substance was seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household. 

Job was rich. In another chapter we read something of his spirit of philanthropy, and of his love to the poor. He delivered the poor when they cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. He caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. He was a father to the needy. 

The curse of riches is displayed by Christ in the parable of the rich man who had much goods laid up for many days, and who said unto his soul, "Eat, drink, and be merry." To this rich man God said, "Thou fool" Then He said, "So is he that layeth up treasure for himself , and is not rich toward God ." 

The rich young ruler is another example of riches kept to one's hurt. Jesus loved the man, even though he was rich, but the rich man was unwilling to leave all and follow Christ, for he was wedded to his wealth. 

With Job it was altogether different. In a succeeding study, we will learn that Job counted God more than money, and he could say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 

IV. SATAN, THE ACCUSER OF THE SAINTS (Job 1:6-10 ) 
There came a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. The Lord said unto Satan, "Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth?" Satan quickly replied, "Doth Job fear God for nought?" Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? Then Satan said to God, "Put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." 

1. We have before us a loose devil, going about seeking whom he may devour. Satan is not chained as some would aver. He is the Prince of the power of the air. He is seeking to entangle every possible child of God, and to lead them into sin and disobedience. 

2. Satan's complaint. When the Lord asked Satan if he had observed Job, Satan complained that God had put an hedge about Job so that he couldn't touch him; and, in addition, God had blessed the work of his hands. This admission on the part of Satan is very comforting to believers. Our security does not lie in our perseverance, but in His preservation. God may allow Satan sometimes to "sift us as wheat," as He did Peter; however, no matter what testing is permitted, God will prepare a way to escape, that we may be able to bear it. If the Lord had not said unto us, "I will be thy shield and thy strong tower," we know not what might have befallen us. Thank God, we are held in the hand of omnipotency. 

3. Satan's insinuations. Satan insinuated that Job's obeisance to God was not genuine. He said that Job, in his heart, had no trust in Jehovah, that he was serving Him alone for what he could get out of it. 

V. SATAN REQUESTING THE PRIVILEGE OF TESTING JOB (Job 1:11-12 ) 
1. The challenge made. Satan said to God, "Put forth Thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." The challenge had been made; Satan demanded that God should try out Job. 

During the dark days which followed, if Job had only known of this challenge on the part of Satan, and the reason why he was being put to the test, it would have made it a thousand times easier for him to suffer. 

On the other hand, if God had told Job the objective, and had smiled upon him as he suffered, it would have upset the whole purpose of the test. 

The trial of Job's faith brought God honor, because it proved that Satan was a liar and a false accuser, and that Job did, in reality, serve God because he loved Him, and not because of what he profited thereby. 

2. The challenge accepted. "And the Lord said unto Satan, behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand." 

Many Christians have felt, at times, that God had forgotten them; and, perhaps, that He had set Himself against them. This could not be. God loves His own with an everlasting love, and every man, when he is tested of God, is tested for his good, and not for his harm. Satan's purpose in this temptation and trial was the utter undoing of Job. God's purpose was Job's ultimate enlargement. 

VI. THE COMPLETENESS OF SATAN'S WRATH (Job 1:13-19 ) 
1. The scope of Satan's power. There are many who underestimate the ability and strength of the devil. Michael, an archangel, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, and yet, there are many men, women and children who possess nothing of Michael's power and authority, who dare to jest about Satan. They call him the "Old Nick," or the "Old Scratch," and speak as though they had victory over him in some imagined personal combat. 

It is with such an one that we have to deal, so if we would go forth to battle, we must be clothed with the whole armour of God that we may withstand in the evil day. 

2. Satan's power at work. With God's permission obtained, Satan stretched forth his hand. In order to make his devilish work forceful and more trying to Job, he arranged matters so there would not be a long-drawn series of temptings, but one great stroke in which all of Job's substance would be swept from him. 

(1) While Job's sons and daughters were feasting, a messenger came to Job, saying, that all his oxen and asses had been captured by the Sabeans, and the attending servants slain with the sword. 

(2) While the messenger was yet speaking, a second one arrived, saying that all of Job's sheep had been burned, and his servants consumed with them. 

(3) While the second messenger was speaking, a third came saying that the Chaldeans had fallen upon the camels, and had carried them away, slaying all the servants. 

(4) While the third messenger spoke, a fourth arrived saying that all of his sons and daughters had been smitten and slain by a great wind from the wilderness. 

No one need doubt, as this fourfold wreckage comes before them, the thoroughness of Satan's malicious maneuverings. 

VII. JOB'S FIDELITY AND FAITHFULNESS VINDICATED (Job 1:21-22 ) 
With everything swept away, and with Job in absolute darkness as to why God had permitted such a disaster, yet Job did not sin, nor charge God foolishly. The mighty man of the East said, "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." 

Job did not alone refuse to complain, but he even blessed the Name of the Lord. With everything gone, he said both Amen and Hallelujah. 

All will agree that Job possessed a very high standard of Christian integrity. All will agree that Satan's words concerning Job were no more than a mere slander. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Dr. Howard Taylor tells of his yearning for holiness of life and power in service: 

"All the time I felt assured there was in Christ all I needed, but the practical question was how to get it out. He was rich, truly, but I was poor; He was strong, but I, weak. I knew full well that there was in the root, the stem, abundant fatness, but how to get it into my puny little branch was the question. As gradually the light was dawning on me, I saw that faith was the only requisite, was the hand to lay hold on His fullness and make it my own. But I had not this faith. I strove for it, but it would not come; tried to exercise it, but in vain. Seeing more and more the wondrous supply of grace laid up in Jesus, the fullness of our precious Saviour, my helplessness and guilt seemed to increase. Sins committed appeared but as trifles compared with the sin of unbelief which was their cause, which could not or would not take God at His Word, but rather make Him a liar! Unbelief was, I felt, the damning sin of the world, yet I indulged in it. I prayed for faith, but it came not. What was I to do? 

When my agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales from my eyes, and the Spirit of God revealed the truth of our oneness with Jesus as I have never known it before. McCarthy, who had been much exercised by the same sense of failure, but saw the light before I did, wrote (I quote from memory): 

"But how to get faith strengthened? Not by striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One. " 

As I read, I saw it all! "If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful." I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flowed!) that He had said, " I will never leave you." Ah, there is rest, I thought. I have striven in vain to rest in Him. I'll strive no more, for has He not promised to abide with me never to leave me, never to fail me? And, dearie, He never will!" 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-9
Heaven's Controversy Concerning Job 
Job 2:1-9 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. God's everlasting eye watches over His children. When Satan made his second entrance into the presence of God, he discovered that the Lord had observed the fidelity of His servant, that His eye was upon him, and that He still had nothing but endorsement for His servant. 

Before we take up the results of Satan's second challenge to God concerning Job's fidelity, we wish to carry you into the consideration of God's all-seeing eye, and of His watch care for His children. 

Many of David's Psalms give us some light on this matter. They suggest what Scripture teaches, that God has searched us and known us, that He even understands our thoughts afar off. He compasseth our path and our lying down, and is acquainted with all our ways. He even knows every word that is upon our tongue. He besets us behind and before. 

We do not marvel that the Psalmist cried out, "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me." 

2. We need to remember, however, that God watches over us for our good. God's eye runs to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself strong in behalf of those whose heart is perfect toward Him. Great has been His faithfulness for His children. It is renewed every morning, and fresh every evening. He never forgets His own. He has said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." He takes us by His right hand, saying, "I will help thee." 

He who imagines that God delights in leading His own into trying circumstances and heart-rending conditions has no conception of the heart of God. If, as in the case of Job, God permits Satan for the while to seemingly triumph, it will not be but for a little while. The end of the Lord with Job was the same as the end of the Lord with all of His saints it brought a realization of God's tender mercies, and bountiful provision. 

3. In the hour of travail and of trial, we must, therefore, trust in the Lord. Solomon has said, "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding." We need to spell the word "disappointment" as "His appointment." 

Let us remember how the saints of old passed uncomplainingly through flood and fire with unwavering trust. They quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turnd to flight the army of the aliens. 

Among the women there were those who received their dead raised to life again. There were others who did not accept deliverance; desiring to obtain a better resurrection. They "had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented." 

As we think of these, and their wonderful faith, and how God, through their trials, led them on to a larger and an eternal reward, we need not marvel at the afflictions of Job. 

I. THE LORD'S SECOND COMMENDATION OF JOB (Job 2:1-3 ) 
1. Satan's second presentation. We may not grasp the full meaning of Satan's access to the presence of the Lord. Of one thing, however, we may assure ourselves, Satan was not chained in hell, nor cast into the pit of the abyss in Job's day; neither is he now in confinement. He is still the same loose devil, whom Peter, in Spirit, describes as going "about, seeking whom he may devour." 

Satan may once, long before man's day, have dwelt in the presence of God; however, he was cast out, and if he ever has audience with the Lord, it is only when the Lord, in His purposes, so permits. 

2. The Lord's second endorsement of Job. The Lord said to Satan, "Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?" 

Let us pause a moment. Is there any greater joy that could come to the heart of a servant of the Lord, than to know that he stands approved before the Lord? Our greatest boon is to hear His, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." If God be for us, who can be against us? If God commends us, what care we for all of the maledictions of men or demons? 

II. THE LORD'S SUMMING UP OF THE FIRST ASSAULT ON JOB (Job 2:3 , l.c.) 
The last clause of our key verse reads, "And still he (Job) holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst Me against him, to destroy him without cause." 

1. The overcoming Job. In the last verse of the first chapter is our first statement concerning Job's victory under Satan's first attempt. 

(1) Job sinned not. This is the way the Scripture reads, "In all this Job sinned not." It was no small testing, the loss of all of his riches, and the loss of his seven sons and three daughters. Yet, Job sinned not. 

(2) Job did not charge God foolishly. We must remember that our key verse says that God moved against him without cause. Yet, Job did not charge God, nor complain against God because of his reverses. 

The women came to the sepulcher while it was yet dark. Job trusted God in the darkness. Trusted where he could not understand; believed where he could not see. 

2. The immovable Job. Job still held fast his integrity. Like the rock of Gibraltar he stood staunch and true in his faithfulness. He had iron in his blood. He proved himself an iron pillar, and a stone wall against all of Satan's onslaughts. 

III. SATAN'S SECOND CHALLENGE (Job 2:4-5 ) 
Satan was forced to admit that Job had remained true with his possessions taken away, and his children slain. But now Satan says, "Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth Thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." 

Being routed in his first challenge Satan seeks another mode of attack. He has been forced to admit that Job did not serve God because of his temporal blessings with which God had surrounded him. Therefore, He challenges God from a second angle. 

Fox's book of Martyrs gives abundant proof that God's children are willing to suffer. Some of them may suffer with tears, but many will suffer with a song. 

Paul and Silas, with beaten backs, lying prostrate upon the ground, sang praises unto God. Some of the most beautiful of saints are the most afflicted. 

IV. GOD'S WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT SATAN'S CHALLENGE (Job 2:6 ) 
1. God permitted Satan to touch Job's body in order to prove Job's sincerity. The Lord knoweth what is in man. He knoweth the weaknesses of the flesh, and He also knows the strength of the Spirit. Our God does not believe that His children are a group of molly coddles, weak-kneed, and easily overcome. 

From the beginning saints have proved themselves impervious to Satan's fiercest attacks, under any and every condition. Men who have known God, and have trusted in Him, have honored God, honored His grace, honored the character, the integrity, and the strength of the new man in them, which was begotten in righteousness and true holiness. In innumerable cases God has accepted Satan's challenge of verse five, and has proved Satan a liar. 

2. God permitted Satan to touch Job's body in order to strengthen Job's character, and to develop his spiritual life. 
While God had said there was no one like Job on the earth, yet, that meant by no means that Job, in all things, was what he might have been. 

The result of this second test, like the first, proved a benefaction to Job. He came out of the fire purified and made white. 

Where is he who doubts that David's experience under Saul's cruel dealings, did not make him the stronger, better man? 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the burning fiery furnace; Daniel, in the lion's den; Jonah swallowed of the whale; each received a blessing through their trials. 

3. God permitted Satan to touch Job's body in order to give to succeeding generations the inspiration of Job's all-glorious faith. Chapter eleven of Hebrews recounts the victories of faith wrought out through almost inconceivable difficulties and trials. 

Chapter twelve of Hebrews tells us that we, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, should run the race which is set before us. 

Among the valiant men who look down upon us, as we meet the tribulations of these last days, is Job. 

Let us, therefore, run the race that is set before us with renewed courage, looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith, and the file Leader of all those who endure. 

V. THE LORD'S LIMITATIONS ON SATAN (Job 2:6 ) 
The Lord said unto Satan, "Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life." 

1. Satan's operations against the saints are always circumscribed. God seems to say, "So far shalt thou go, but no farther." If Satan had full sway against the saints, he could annihilate them from the face of the earth. 

Our security against Satan's strategies lies not in our own strength, but in Christ's. We are made more than conquerors through Him. 

A little child, hearing the soldiers fighting in the street, cried out in fear, until her big brother put his back against the door and said, "Now, they cannot get you, because I am here." 

2. Satan's operations against the saints are without mercy. The wicked one was not content merely with robbing Job of his family and his wealth, he wanted also to attack Job personally in his body. 

Those who follow Satan are following a cruel master. Think of the woman bent double with disease, whom Satan had bound for eighteen years. Consider the man of Gadara, dwelling among the tombs; the demoniac whom no man could tame, driven of Satan. 

Even the Lord Jesus, when He came into the hour of darkness where Satan held sway, found no pity and no remorse with Satan. 

VI. SATAN SMITING JOB'S BODY (Job 2:7 ) 
Our verse says that Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

1. Satan as the author of physical ailments and deformities. We must keep before us constantly, in the study of Job, this positively stated fact, that Satan smote Job with boils. 

There are various reasons to which sickness and physical infirmities may be traced. 

(1) One may be sick from natural causes, such as improper diet, the drinking of impure and tainted water, the breathing in of diseased germs, the abuse of the laws of hygiene and of sanitation. The majority of diseases doubtless come from these causes. 

(2) One may be sick because of Divine chastisement. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth," and that chastening may at times take the form of physical suffering. 

(3) One may be sick because of Satan's attack. There are various incidents of this in the Word of God. 

Job's physical plight was due to our third reason. Job was not sick because God was chastening him; for God distinctively said to Satan, "Thou movest Me against him, to destroy him without cause." 

Job, however, while he complained at times because of physical oppression, and while he doubted, he never was reproved by the Lord for misrepresenting Deity. 

There are abroad, many who still contend that every sickness and every human ill befalling the children of God is due to their sinning, and is a result of Divine chastisement. Not so with Job. 

2. Satan in the case of Job gave him the worst of all physical ills. We may not be right, but we can imagine nothing harder to bear than boils from the sole of the foot to the crown of the head. One boil is more than enough for most people, but a body covered with boils is unbearable. 

Job was not only in physical pain, but he was greatly embarrassed. He sat down among the ashes, and took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal. 

VII. JOB'S PHYSICAL ANGUISH IS SUGGESTIVE TO US OF THE SAVIOUR'S SUFFERING ON CALVARY (Psalms 22:14-15 ) 
1. The Lord Jesus, like Job, was in terrible physical anguish. The Bible says that His face was more marred than any man, and His form more than the sons of men. Remember the crown of thorns that had been beaten down into the brow of the Lord. Remember the back that had been lacerated with stripes at the whipping-post. Remember the nail-pierced hands and feet, the unnatural position, the inflamed wounds, and the exposed nerves. 

2. The Lord Jesus, like Job, was surrounded by accusers. In the case of Job, his own wife said unto him, "Curse God, and die." His three supposed friends did nothing but berate him, criticize, and condemn him. 

The Lord Jesus was betrayed with a kiss by His own familiar friend. His own disciples forsook Him and fled. The people of His own race to whom He had come with hands outstretched with blessings, surrounded the Cross, and like maddening bulls and hungry dogs, cried out against Him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Satan could not touch Job against God's wilt. As God protected Job during his testings, and preserved him unto a final fruitfulness, so has He kept His people Israel during twenty-three hundred years of wandering. 

"Anti-Semitism will never destroy the Jew. Attacked and persecuted as no other nation ever has been or will be, Israel survives and always will survive. 'Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. Although scattered among the nations, Israel has never been assimilated by the nations; this is a miraculous part of her history, God predicted it in the words: 'The people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations,' although Jehovah 'shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other.' This word from Moses went on. to declare that 'among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee: and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life: in the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear.' 

"Yet, as a well-known Bible teacher has said: 'Destroy Israel? You might as well try to destroy God Himself. His Word cannot be broken. He is preserving His gainsaying and disobedient people for His own purpose. Who shall hinder Him?'" 

Verses 9-13
Job's Sorrows and Sighs 
Job 2:9-13 ; Job 3:1-26 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In this study we will consider the verses which lie in the second chapter of Job beginning with verse nine where we left off in the former study and continuing through verse thirteen. 

1. A helpmeet who proved a hindrance. Job's wife came unto him in verse nine of chapter two and said unto him, "Dost thou still retain thine integrity, curse God, and die." 

If ever there was a time that Job needed words of sympathy and of love it was in this hour of his extremity. Nevertheless, he received from his wife no more than a nagging appeal to curse God. 

Let us link up the words which Satan had said before God, "Touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face," with the words which his wife said, "Curse God, and die." There must be some vital connection between these two statements. For our part we believe that Satan entered Job's wife just as truly as he ever entered Judas. 

2. A servant who stood the test. Job quietly replied to his wife, "What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" Here is a statement that we may well weigh. There are many who are given over to complaints for the ills which befall them; but they utterly fail in their praise for the manifold good which is bestowed upon them. 

In view of all this the words of Job are most assuring. 

3. Satan's final strategy. Added to the boils which covered Job, and added to the nagging of the wife who failed as a helpmeet, Satan sent along three friends, to bemoan Job. 

These three, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had heard of all the evil which had come upon Job, and had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him, and to comfort him. 

For our part we are sure they might better have stayed at home. Where is he who has never heard of "Job's comforters"? They are a byword among men. 

Job's three friends remind you of the one who visited a sick friend, and related to the sick one the story of all the friends and relatives that he had known who had died of the same disease. 

We cannot see how they thought such actions could cheer a man who was borne down with grief. 

I. JOB CURSED HIS DAY (Job 3:1 ) 
1. He did not curse his God. Job had already told his wife, when she bade him to curse God, that she spoke as one of the foolish women speaketh. Why blame God for everything which brings us grief and sorrow? 

We are willing to grant that God permits every pain and every heartache that comes to one of His children, but He does not necessarily send it. Even when He permits it, He moves graciously in our behalf. 

2. Job did curse his day. In this he was unwise. We do not condemn Him, for it is altogether human to do what he did. We sympathize with Job because he had the devil and men set against him, and his grief was very great. 

Our sympathy, however, does not change the fact that Job was wrong. When the night is dark, it is the time to lean the more heavily upon God. We need to remember that "all things work together for good to them that love God." 

When the Lord Jesus had broken the bread, and had drunk the wine, we read, "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out." 

The Lord was like a nightingale singing in the hour of His greatest sorrow. 

II. JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH (Job 3:3 ) 
How piteously did Job cry, "Let the day perish wherein I was born, * * let that day be darkness; * * neither let the light shine upon it." 

Job wished that he had never been born, or else that he had died as an infant. In this Job forgot, for the moment, all of the marvelous blessings which God had showered upon him through many years. When they were gone he forgot them. In this Job forgot all of the eternal blessings which lay ahead of him. But God was with him, even through these hard tests. 

1. It is true that, with some men, it were better never to have been born. Jesus Christ said of Judas, the man who betrayed Him, "But woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born." 

It is better never to be born, than to live in pleasure and prosperity for awhile, and then to be cut off forever, Asaph wrote, in the Spirit, "I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." But Asaph further wrote, "When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; until I went into the Sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. * * Thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terror." 

2. It was better for job, and better for us that Job was born. Job simply was overwhelmed with grief. He did not weigh well his words. Could job have seen beyond the curtain that hid God from him, he would have felt differently. Could Job have seen the end of the Lord, he would have rejoiced in his sorrow. Could Job have seen the eternal glories which awaited him, he would have shouted for joy. 

III. JOB'S CURSES AGAINST THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH (Job 3:4-8 ) 
1. Job's anathema against "that day." Let us observe six statements which Job made against the day in which he was born. Job said: 

1. "Let that day be darkness." 

2. "Let not God regard it." 

3. "Neither let the light shine upon it." 

4. "Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it." 

5. "Let a cloud dwell upon it." 

6. "Let the blackness of the day terrify it." 

Job certainly was a master in language, and he was far from a child in pronouncing anathemas. He rolled up words against the day of his birth until there was nothing left to be said. It was not a day of song, nor of gladness to him. He would have taken from his mother the joy that a man child had been born into the world. He would have taken from his father the ambition that may have flooded his soul for his new baby boy, as the men of the street gave him congratulations. 

As we think of the darkness of that day our minds go to another day that was dark. The Bible reads, "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour." This day, however, that was dark was a day of death, and not of birth. It was the day in which Christ suffered, the Just for the unjust. It was the day when God hid His eyes from His well beloved Son, because in mercy He had opened His eyes upon us who had sinned. 

2. Job's anathema against "that night." Let us observe nine statements which Job made against the night, which formed part of the day, in which he was born. Job said: 

1. "Let darkness seize upon it." 

2. "Let it not be joined unto the days of the year." 

3. "Let it not come into the number of the months." 

4. "Let that night be solitary." 

5. "Let no joyful voice come therein." 

6. "Let them curse it that curse the day." 

7. "Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark." 

8. "Let it look for light, and have none." 

9. "Neither let it see the dawning of the day." 

Another experience of just such darkness, and blackness, and joylessness is described in the Word of God. It is a day that awaits this old earth. It will come in the time of tribulation, when God shall arise to judge men for their iniquity. That day is called in the Prophets, "The day of the Lord." It is described as follows: 

"A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains." 

"The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?" 

When Job was cursing his day, he probably did not know that a day was coming when the Lord would make the earth empty and waste, turning it upside down, and scattering abroad the inhabitants thereof. He did not know that the earth would be defiled under its inhabitants, and that God would cause the mirth of the tabrets to cease, and the noise of them that rejoiced to end; that all joy would be darkened, and the mirth of the land would be gone. 

IV. WHY JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH, MEDITATION 1 (Job 3:10 ) 
1. Job cursed the day of his birth because his life had been eclipsed with sorrow. We may feel that in this Job did foolishly, but his grief was so great that the blackness that enshrouded him dimmed his eyes to all the blessing of the light which had for so long rested upon him. He could not remember the past blessings, because of the present afflictions. To him the grief of an hour seemed heavier than the joy of a lifetime. 

We do not condemn Job, we sympathize with him. We know that had he been fully panoplied of God, God's grace would have been sufficient. Some, like Paul and Silas, have sung in the darkest of hours. 

As we think of Job's anguish and bitterness of soul, we must not fail to remember that his faith did not utterly fail. Every now and then he had wonderful visions of God's grace, and, at times, he made unprecedented exclamations of praise, and of far sighted hope. 

2. Christ passed; into His night of sorrow and His day of grief. The Psalmist, in describing that day, wrote these words: 

"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring; O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent." 

Thus did the Spirit write of the darkness that shrouded the Cross, and yet, in the midst of that hour, the Spirit described the perfect trust and the unshakeable confidence of Christ in God. The words which follow the quotation above, are these: 

"But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." 

Would that we, in every hour of travail, might have so perfect a trust! In the Garden of Gethsemane, with the cup of death pressed close to the lips of the Master, Christ cried: "Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done." 

V. WHY JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH, MEDITATION 2 (Job 3:13-17 ) 
1. Instead of sorrow and sickness, he would have had quiet and rest. Job was willing to forego all of the years of blessing which had fallen upon him rather than to suffer the pain that now pressed him. He said that if he had died as an infant, that he should have lain and been quiet, that he should have slept and been at rest. This is indeed a beautiful conception of death. Jesus Himself said of Lazarus, when he died, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." The Holy Spirit tells us that those who "sleep in Jesus" will God bring with Him. The words "quiet" and "slept" and "rest" do not teach cessation of existence, nor do they teach the unconsciousness of the dead. 

The Word of God, in discussing the martyrs who were slain for their testimony, said. "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, sayeth the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them." 

2. Instead of the reproach of his friends, he would have been protected from them. Verse seventeen says, "There the wicked cease from troubling: and there the weary be at rest." 

We believe that this verse points us back to Job's dread concerning the onslaught of the three men who for seven days and seven nights had sat there without speaking a word. The afflicted man surmised what was coming, and dreaded it. He wished he had died with an untimely birth, or as an infant who had never seen the light, rather than to live and to be forced, in his weakness and grief, to face these would-be comforters. 

VI. JOB LONGS FOR DEATH (Job 3:20-25 ) 
1. Is it a sin to long to die? Job speaks of the one in misery and bitter in soul. He says these long for death, but it cometh not; they dig for it more than for hid treasures. They rejoice, and are glad, when they find the grave. 

We would say emphatically that it is wrong for any one under any condition to take his own life. The Word of God is positive in this. We would say, however, that it is not wicked for a saint, who is borne down with pain, and is overwhelmed with grief, to long to be taken to the Lord. We can easily understand how the martyrs were glad to die. 

Paul, the Apostle, said, "I * * [have] a desire to depart, and to be with Christ." He said this although he was not at the time in anything like Job's circumstance. He simply longed for the Lord. 

The Lord Jesus, as He faced the agony of death, said, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover." He was speaking, to be sure, of the bread and the wine: but these, He said, were His broken body and His shed Blood. 

2. Job once more a type of Christ. Verse twenty-four says, "My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters." 

The Psalmist, in describing the anguish of Christ upon the Cross, wrote, "My God! My God! why hast Thou forsaken Me? why art Thou so far from helping Me, and from the words of My roaring?" The Lord Jesus upon the Cross was pressed beyond measure. He said, "O my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent." 

Job had quite a similar experience. He, too, said, "My roarings are poured out like the waters." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Augustine lived at a time when it cost something to be a follower of Jesus Christ, and in the following words he taught that, "You can't hurt a Christian." 

"Having considered and examined into these things closely, now see whether any evil can happen to the good and faithful which ought not to be converted into a blessing for them * *. They lost all that they had. But did they lose their faith? Did they lose their godliness? Did they lose the treasures of the heart? This is the wealth of the Christian * *. Wherefore, our dear friend Paulinus, the Bishop of Nola, a man of the amplest means, who in the fullness of his heart became extremely poor, yet abundantly sanctified, after the barbarians had looted the country, and while he was kept a prisoner in bonds, used to pray in his heart, as I afterwards learned from him 'Lord, let me not be troubled for gold or silver, for where all my treasure is, Thou knowest." Texas Christian Advocate. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-26
Job's Sorrows and Sighs 
Job 2:9-13 ; Job 3:1-26 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In this study we will consider the verses which lie in the second chapter of Job beginning with verse nine where we left off in the former study and continuing through verse thirteen. 

1. A helpmeet who proved a hindrance. Job's wife came unto him in verse nine of chapter two and said unto him, "Dost thou still retain thine integrity, curse God, and die." 

If ever there was a time that Job needed words of sympathy and of love it was in this hour of his extremity. Nevertheless, he received from his wife no more than a nagging appeal to curse God. 

Let us link up the words which Satan had said before God, "Touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face," with the words which his wife said, "Curse God, and die." There must be some vital connection between these two statements. For our part we believe that Satan entered Job's wife just as truly as he ever entered Judas. 

2. A servant who stood the test. Job quietly replied to his wife, "What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" Here is a statement that we may well weigh. There are many who are given over to complaints for the ills which befall them; but they utterly fail in their praise for the manifold good which is bestowed upon them. 

In view of all this the words of Job are most assuring. 

3. Satan's final strategy. Added to the boils which covered Job, and added to the nagging of the wife who failed as a helpmeet, Satan sent along three friends, to bemoan Job. 

These three, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had heard of all the evil which had come upon Job, and had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him, and to comfort him. 

For our part we are sure they might better have stayed at home. Where is he who has never heard of "Job's comforters"? They are a byword among men. 

Job's three friends remind you of the one who visited a sick friend, and related to the sick one the story of all the friends and relatives that he had known who had died of the same disease. 

We cannot see how they thought such actions could cheer a man who was borne down with grief. 

I. JOB CURSED HIS DAY (Job 3:1 ) 
1. He did not curse his God. Job had already told his wife, when she bade him to curse God, that she spoke as one of the foolish women speaketh. Why blame God for everything which brings us grief and sorrow? 

We are willing to grant that God permits every pain and every heartache that comes to one of His children, but He does not necessarily send it. Even when He permits it, He moves graciously in our behalf. 

2. Job did curse his day. In this he was unwise. We do not condemn Him, for it is altogether human to do what he did. We sympathize with Job because he had the devil and men set against him, and his grief was very great. 

Our sympathy, however, does not change the fact that Job was wrong. When the night is dark, it is the time to lean the more heavily upon God. We need to remember that "all things work together for good to them that love God." 

When the Lord Jesus had broken the bread, and had drunk the wine, we read, "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out." 

The Lord was like a nightingale singing in the hour of His greatest sorrow. 

II. JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH (Job 3:3 ) 
How piteously did Job cry, "Let the day perish wherein I was born, * * let that day be darkness; * * neither let the light shine upon it." 

Job wished that he had never been born, or else that he had died as an infant. In this Job forgot, for the moment, all of the marvelous blessings which God had showered upon him through many years. When they were gone he forgot them. In this Job forgot all of the eternal blessings which lay ahead of him. But God was with him, even through these hard tests. 

1. It is true that, with some men, it were better never to have been born. Jesus Christ said of Judas, the man who betrayed Him, "But woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born." 

It is better never to be born, than to live in pleasure and prosperity for awhile, and then to be cut off forever, Asaph wrote, in the Spirit, "I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked." But Asaph further wrote, "When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; until I went into the Sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. * * Thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terror." 

2. It was better for job, and better for us that Job was born. Job simply was overwhelmed with grief. He did not weigh well his words. Could job have seen beyond the curtain that hid God from him, he would have felt differently. Could Job have seen the end of the Lord, he would have rejoiced in his sorrow. Could Job have seen the eternal glories which awaited him, he would have shouted for joy. 

III. JOB'S CURSES AGAINST THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH (Job 3:4-8 ) 
1. Job's anathema against "that day." Let us observe six statements which Job made against the day in which he was born. Job said: 

1. "Let that day be darkness." 

2. "Let not God regard it." 

3. "Neither let the light shine upon it." 

4. "Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it." 

5. "Let a cloud dwell upon it." 

6. "Let the blackness of the day terrify it." 

Job certainly was a master in language, and he was far from a child in pronouncing anathemas. He rolled up words against the day of his birth until there was nothing left to be said. It was not a day of song, nor of gladness to him. He would have taken from his mother the joy that a man child had been born into the world. He would have taken from his father the ambition that may have flooded his soul for his new baby boy, as the men of the street gave him congratulations. 

As we think of the darkness of that day our minds go to another day that was dark. The Bible reads, "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour." This day, however, that was dark was a day of death, and not of birth. It was the day in which Christ suffered, the Just for the unjust. It was the day when God hid His eyes from His well beloved Son, because in mercy He had opened His eyes upon us who had sinned. 

2. Job's anathema against "that night." Let us observe nine statements which Job made against the night, which formed part of the day, in which he was born. Job said: 

1. "Let darkness seize upon it." 

2. "Let it not be joined unto the days of the year." 

3. "Let it not come into the number of the months." 

4. "Let that night be solitary." 

5. "Let no joyful voice come therein." 

6. "Let them curse it that curse the day." 

7. "Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark." 

8. "Let it look for light, and have none." 

9. "Neither let it see the dawning of the day." 

Another experience of just such darkness, and blackness, and joylessness is described in the Word of God. It is a day that awaits this old earth. It will come in the time of tribulation, when God shall arise to judge men for their iniquity. That day is called in the Prophets, "The day of the Lord." It is described as follows: 

"A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains." 

"The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no brightness in it?" 

When Job was cursing his day, he probably did not know that a day was coming when the Lord would make the earth empty and waste, turning it upside down, and scattering abroad the inhabitants thereof. He did not know that the earth would be defiled under its inhabitants, and that God would cause the mirth of the tabrets to cease, and the noise of them that rejoiced to end; that all joy would be darkened, and the mirth of the land would be gone. 

IV. WHY JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH, MEDITATION 1 (Job 3:10 ) 
1. Job cursed the day of his birth because his life had been eclipsed with sorrow. We may feel that in this Job did foolishly, but his grief was so great that the blackness that enshrouded him dimmed his eyes to all the blessing of the light which had for so long rested upon him. He could not remember the past blessings, because of the present afflictions. To him the grief of an hour seemed heavier than the joy of a lifetime. 

We do not condemn Job, we sympathize with him. We know that had he been fully panoplied of God, God's grace would have been sufficient. Some, like Paul and Silas, have sung in the darkest of hours. 

As we think of Job's anguish and bitterness of soul, we must not fail to remember that his faith did not utterly fail. Every now and then he had wonderful visions of God's grace, and, at times, he made unprecedented exclamations of praise, and of far sighted hope. 

2. Christ passed; into His night of sorrow and His day of grief. The Psalmist, in describing that day, wrote these words: 

"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring; O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent." 

Thus did the Spirit write of the darkness that shrouded the Cross, and yet, in the midst of that hour, the Spirit described the perfect trust and the unshakeable confidence of Christ in God. The words which follow the quotation above, are these: 

"But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." 

Would that we, in every hour of travail, might have so perfect a trust! In the Garden of Gethsemane, with the cup of death pressed close to the lips of the Master, Christ cried: "Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done." 

V. WHY JOB BEMOANED THE DAY OF HIS BIRTH, MEDITATION 2 (Job 3:13-17 ) 
1. Instead of sorrow and sickness, he would have had quiet and rest. Job was willing to forego all of the years of blessing which had fallen upon him rather than to suffer the pain that now pressed him. He said that if he had died as an infant, that he should have lain and been quiet, that he should have slept and been at rest. This is indeed a beautiful conception of death. Jesus Himself said of Lazarus, when he died, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." The Holy Spirit tells us that those who "sleep in Jesus" will God bring with Him. The words "quiet" and "slept" and "rest" do not teach cessation of existence, nor do they teach the unconsciousness of the dead. 

The Word of God, in discussing the martyrs who were slain for their testimony, said. "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, sayeth the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them." 

2. Instead of the reproach of his friends, he would have been protected from them. Verse seventeen says, "There the wicked cease from troubling: and there the weary be at rest." 

We believe that this verse points us back to Job's dread concerning the onslaught of the three men who for seven days and seven nights had sat there without speaking a word. The afflicted man surmised what was coming, and dreaded it. He wished he had died with an untimely birth, or as an infant who had never seen the light, rather than to live and to be forced, in his weakness and grief, to face these would-be comforters. 

VI. JOB LONGS FOR DEATH (Job 3:20-25 ) 
1. Is it a sin to long to die? Job speaks of the one in misery and bitter in soul. He says these long for death, but it cometh not; they dig for it more than for hid treasures. They rejoice, and are glad, when they find the grave. 

We would say emphatically that it is wrong for any one under any condition to take his own life. The Word of God is positive in this. We would say, however, that it is not wicked for a saint, who is borne down with pain, and is overwhelmed with grief, to long to be taken to the Lord. We can easily understand how the martyrs were glad to die. 

Paul, the Apostle, said, "I * * [have] a desire to depart, and to be with Christ." He said this although he was not at the time in anything like Job's circumstance. He simply longed for the Lord. 

The Lord Jesus, as He faced the agony of death, said, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover." He was speaking, to be sure, of the bread and the wine: but these, He said, were His broken body and His shed Blood. 

2. Job once more a type of Christ. Verse twenty-four says, "My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters." 

The Psalmist, in describing the anguish of Christ upon the Cross, wrote, "My God! My God! why hast Thou forsaken Me? why art Thou so far from helping Me, and from the words of My roaring?" The Lord Jesus upon the Cross was pressed beyond measure. He said, "O my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent." 

Job had quite a similar experience. He, too, said, "My roarings are poured out like the waters." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Augustine lived at a time when it cost something to be a follower of Jesus Christ, and in the following words he taught that, "You can't hurt a Christian." 

"Having considered and examined into these things closely, now see whether any evil can happen to the good and faithful which ought not to be converted into a blessing for them * *. They lost all that they had. But did they lose their faith? Did they lose their godliness? Did they lose the treasures of the heart? This is the wealth of the Christian * *. Wherefore, our dear friend Paulinus, the Bishop of Nola, a man of the amplest means, who in the fullness of his heart became extremely poor, yet abundantly sanctified, after the barbarians had looted the country, and while he was kept a prisoner in bonds, used to pray in his heart, as I afterwards learned from him 'Lord, let me not be troubled for gold or silver, for where all my treasure is, Thou knowest." Texas Christian Advocate. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-21
The Philosophy of Eliphaz 
Job 4:1-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are now approaching a part of the Book of Job that is most interesting. Job's three friends have at last broken their silence, and Eliphaz the Temanite has opened his mouth to answer Job. 

1. The effort of human wisdom to fathom the ways of God. Philosophy has a place where it can walk in all assurance, but there are realms where philosophy meets a maze and a mist which it cannot pierce. 

The Word of God says: 

"For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God" (1 Corinthians 2:11 ). 

The wisdom of man must ever remain foolishness with God, because God moves in a realm where human wisdom cannot walk. Human eye hath not seen, human ear hath not heard, and into the human heart there hath not entered the things which God has prepared for those that love Him. Thus it is that "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14 ). 

The Book of Ecclesiastes is God's demonstration of the utter failure of human wisdom to comprehend and to know God. In reading various passages, we see set forth wisdom's search, grief, failure, limitations, quest, and incomprehension. The conclusion is that over human wisdom, with all of its glitter and glow, there must finally be written the words of earth's wisest man, "Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, * * all is vanity." 

The first speech made by Eliphaz, will demonstrate how far short these men of mind came in their endeavor to fathom the cause and effect of Job's dire misery. 

God, Himself, as recorded in the last of the Book of Job, said, "The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath." 

With the folly of human wisdom thus laid before us, and with God's rebuke against the speeches of the three friends of Job, let us beware lest we quote from these speeches as though they were carrying the mind and purpose of God. 

We must remember that under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the Prophets and Seers of old were led to record not only the words spoken by false prophets, but also the words spoken by Satan himself. Let us, therefore, rightly divide the Word of Truth. 

2. The revelation of human conceptions based upon human philosophy in the days of the ancients. The speech of Eliphaz, and of Bildad, and of Zophar, give us an insight to human lore as it existed in the days that were, doubtless, contemporary with Abraham. We are interested in these words, even though they do not rightly convey the mind of God. They do give us an insight into conceptions far back in history. These conceptions are not so far removed, either, from the carnal thought of our present day. 

Job's three friends took the position that sickness and suffering were always the result of sin on the part of the afflicted. 

Sickness and trouble may come, to be sure, as a result of Divine chastisement, but more frequently they come as a result of man's own folly. In the case of Job they came from neither of these, but in order that God might vindicate the faith and the fidelity of His trusted servant against the slander and calumny of Satan had they come. 

I. THE PREFACE TO THE WORDS OF ELIPHAZ (Job 2:11-13 ) 
When the three friends of Job heard of the evil that was come upon him, they came by appointment to mourn with Job, and to comfort him. That they mourned with him, we know; that they comforted him, we do not know. 

We wonder if there is not a suggestion in all of this as to how we should not approach the sick and the afflicted. 

1. They came with lamentations. When they lifted up their eyes afar off and knew not Job, they lifted up their voices and wept; they rent every one his mantle, they sprinkled dust upon their heads toward Heaven. 

We doubt if the lifting up of the voice, and the crying, and the tearing of garment, and the throwing of dust, helped to comfort Job. 

2. They came with amazement. The very attitude of these friends showed that they were startled, and amazed. They marveled that their friend of the old days could have come to such a plight. This did no more than to accentuate the grief of Job. 

3. They came with condemnation. Not a word of tender sympathy and of loving helpfulness came from the lips of Eliphaz and his two comrades. They acknowledged at times Job's former glory, but they only condemned him for his present wretchedness. What Job needed was compassion, and not carping criticism. 

When we enter the presence of those bowed down with grief let us carry sunshine, and not shadows; kind words, and not bitter epithets. Let us hold high the star of hope, and not the blackness of despair. If a sense of sin and the retribution of sin lies like a pall over the head of the afflicted, let us tell them of a Saviour, plenteous in mercy, who will not always chide, nor hold wrath forever. Let us tell them that the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he hath committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

II. THE RECOGNITION OF JOB'S BENEVOLENT PAST (Job 4:1-4 ) 
It was impossible for Eliphaz to fail to concede Job's former greatness, and the glory of his former noble deeds. Men could not fail to recognize the wonderful past of Job. We wish you to note, however, that in the three good things said of Job by his friends, none of them compare to God's estimate of him. God said, that Job was "perfect and upright," "one that feared God, and eschewed evil." 

Let us notice the complimentary statements of Eliphaz. 

1. "Thou hast instructed many." This is an illuminating view of Job's past history. He had not been satisfied merely in the directing of his own life, and of that of his own household. He had felt a responsibility toward the many. He had instructed them in the way that they should go. He had taught them to shun the paths of the wicked, and to walk in the ways of righteousness. 

2. "Thou hast strengthened the weak hands." When Job found a man down and out, he sought to lift him up. When he found one too weak to work out his own way, he strengthened him. In all of this Job was not living for himself, but for others. 

3. "Thy words have upholden him that was falling." When Job found one who was ready to give up the fight, he gave him encouragement; he spoke words of cheer: he showed him the way out of his difficulties. This is the spirit that should dominate every believer. One who is falling does not need a kick, he needs the helping hand; he does not need a curse, he needs words which invigorate and encourage. 

4. "Thou hast strengthened the feeble knees." There is a Scripture in Hebrews twelve, which says, "Lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees." Those who are running life's "race need to be cheered along their way. They need to feel that the eyes of others are upon them, and that their arm is reached out to aid them. 

III. THE REBUKE OF ELIPHAZ (Job 4:5 ) 
Eliphaz is about to give Job a rebuke that has fangs to it. He tells him in effect that he who strengthened the weak hands of others, can not strengthen his own hands; that he who had upholden others, can not uphold himself; that he who had steadied other feeble knees, can not steady his own. 

Behold, the heinousness of all of this. Eliphaz paraded Job's former greatness for the express purpose of prodding him to despair. 

Mark the words of Eliphaz in our key verse. 

"But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled." 

What is Eliphaz seeking to show? 1. He is showing a comforter, left comfortless. 2. He is showing an instructor, uninstructed. 3. He is showing one who strengthened others, lying prostrate and weak. 4. He is showing one who upheld the fallen, as utterly cast down. 

We can almost see the mockers as they surrounded the Cross of Christ and railed upon Him, saying, "He saved others; Himself He cannot save." This cry of the rabble against Christ is an epitome of what Eliphaz said to Job. 

IV. THE IMPUTATION OF INSINCERITY (Job 4:6 ) 
There are four things that Eliphaz impugned to Job. 

1. "Is not this thy fear?" 

2. "Is not this * * thy confidence?" 

3. "Is not this * * thy hope?" 

4. "Is not this * * the uprightness of thy ways?" 

What Eliphaz evidently meant was that Job had lost his fear, his confidence, his hope, and his uprightness. 

1. That Job's fear of the Lord had waned. You know, "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." This does not mean that we should be afraid of God, but that we should live in the fear of disobedience. This Job had always done. He had not sinned against his God in any willful way. Now that God had seemingly laid His hand upon Job, and judgment had fallen; Eliphaz insisted that Job had lost his fear of God, and had become a trembling culprit before God. 

2. That Job's confidence in God had vanished. Job, according to Eliphaz, had come to the place where his confidence was gone. He did not longer walk in the light of the Lord's countenance. He had lost his trust. 

3. That Job's hope had taken wings, Hope is akin to faith, but Eliphaz insists that Job had no longer the "day star of coming good" shining in his sky. 

4. That Job's uprightness had forsaken him. He may once have boasted of being right, but now he was corrupt, and his way was perverse before God. 

We do not doubt the sincerity of Eliphaz in thus impugning Job, but we do know that after the sore trial of Job had passed, that God said that Job was more right than was his accuser. 

Of one thing we are certain, we should not judge others harshly, nor speak that which we do not know against any man. 

Mark how Eliphaz put his charges into the form of a question. This is the way Satan did when he said to Eve, "Yea, hath God said?" Satan also sought to swerve Christ by putting a question mark over against His hallowed relationships with the Father. 

V. THE CONDEMNATION OF THE GUILTLESS (Job 4:7-9 ) 
1. A question asked. Eliphaz said, "Who ever perished, being innocent?" He also said, "Where were the righteous cut off?" We know, in spite of such a query, that many who are innocent have perished, that many who were righteous have been cut off. Satan, indeed, is always most active against the pure and the true. He centers his strategies against those who are right with God. If this were not so, why should he thus have set himself against Job. 

Persecution has always made its swing against the innocent, and has always sought to slay the righteous. The Blood of the Lord as well as the blood of the martyrs is abundant proof of this. 

2. A charge stated. Eliphaz now says, "They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same." These words carry strong weight, for God has plainly said, "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

However, Eliphaz was making a statement that is ultimately true; true in the finished harvest; but not always true in seed sowing time. Eliphaz also stated only a onesided truth. God went on to say, "He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 

What Eliphaz failed to see was that Job's affliction was only an eddy, a temporary period of testing. Eliphaz judged from effect back to cause. He contended that Job had plowed in iniquity, and had sown in wickedness, because his "harvest" of grief and penury pointed that way. He failed utterly to recognize that Satan was going about seeking to devour Job. He knew nothing of the fact that it was Job's righteousness, and not his sin, that had brought on his day of anguish. 

VI. THE STORY OF A SPECTRAL DREAM (Portion of Job 4:12-21 ) 
Eliphaz now attempts to terrify Job (a man who was already at his wit's end in suffering and grief), by relating a horrible dream. 

1. The dream exploited. Eliphaz tells of "visions of the night." He explains how fear possessed him, and how his bones began to shake. Then a spirit passed before him, and his hair stood up. All of this goes to prove the heartlessness of Job's would-be comforters. It also proves the source from which they obtained their words. 

For our part, we do not doubt but that these "comforters" were a part of Satan's plan to effect, if possible, the shattering of the faith of Job. Who fails to see back of this dream of Eliphaz the weird passing of some demon form, purporting to be an angel from Heaven, and uttering a part truth, as Satan ever was wont. 

There is nothing too vile for the wicked one to undertake against one of God's holy ones. 

2. The dream elucidated. Eliphaz dreamed that the spirit said, "Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his Maker? Behold, He put no trust in His servants; and His angels He charged with folly: how much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, which are crushed before the moth?" 

These words and those that follow carry in them the devil's own reminiscences of his past. Satan is charging God with guiltiness in dethroning and casting down no less a personality than himself; and of casting down with him many sinning angels. He says God could not trust His Heavenly servants, and "charged" His angels with folly; how much more will He not trust men who dwell in houses of clay upon the earth. 

Satan knew the dream was false in any application to Job; for God was trusting Job, and Satan was maligning him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Satan is still at work against God's children: 

"All over the vast extent of territory where the Soviet Government exercises sway, hundreds of churches are being closed down. In the Soviet Russia paper Trud (Labour) for December, 1929, it is stated with callous glee and satisfaction; 'Religion is struggling for life like an animal which is hard pressed in the chase. It is being ruthlessly persecuted, and this will continue. In Moscow, there used to be 675 churches, now there are only 287. In 1928, throughout the U. S. S. R., 542 chapels, 445 churches, 59 synagogues, and 38 mosques were closed. By the 1st of January, 1930, we hope the number will have risen to 1,000 churches for the year. Bells tinkle in a melancholy way, but this policy will continue to be relentlessly pursued.' 

All through 1930, this drastic closing down of churches has proceeded, in a determined attempt to stamp out organized religion. A new campaign for the extirpation of Bibles, Testaments, and all religious books has been entered upon. No longer are editions of the Bible permitted to be printed. No religious books are allowed in from outside countries. The ikons which served the Russian people in many cases as a kind of illustrated Bible have been destroyed by the cart-load. 

ATHEISM: THE NATIONAL RELIGION 
Atheism has been declared to be the national religion. Children are being instructed in the principles of Atheism, and are being formed into leagues to spy upon their parents, and to report if any of their friends show the slightest interest in the Gospel. They are rewarded with prizes in accordance with their success in thus acting as spies. Even personal torture is in progress. Not a few are shot for their faith, on the ground that to be a Christian is to be an anti-Communist. Many prominent churchmen have been confined in concentration camps on the shores of the White Sea, and on the slightest pretext, and often with no pretext at all, they have been made to lie down in shallow graves which they themselves have dug, and there freeze to death." 
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Verses 7-21
Calvary Foregleams in Job 
Job 19:7-21 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. The story of Calvary is the story of the whole Bible. The Cross is not a message relegated to the Four Gospels and brought out therein merely because history forced its unfolding. The Cross was known to God and to Christ from before the foundation of the world. It was toward the Cross that Jesus Christ steadfastly moved during the whole course of man's history. 

Since Calvary and its redemptive work was the only basis by which sinners of old could be saved, we expect to find the story of the Cross, in testimony and in type, all through the Old Testament Scriptures. 

No one will doubt that the Cross is seen in Genesis. Even before man sinned, God opened Adam's side, and took out a rib. "And, the rib He made a woman." In this Divine act there was the foregleam of Christ's open side, and of the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. 

The Cross is seen in Genesis in the particular "sorrow" that befell the woman. Christ was the "Man of Sorrows." The sweat that marked Adam's brow anticipated the sweat, as of blood, that fell from the brow of Christ. The thorns and the thistles which became a part of the curse anticipated the thorns that pressed the Saviour's brow. The skins of the slain beasts that clothed the Edenic pair, looked forward to the Blood-bought robes which clothes the saints. Thus, we might go on through Genesis and Exodus and the Old Testament writings the Cross is everywhere. 

If the Cross is everywhere throughout the Old Testament, we certainly ought to be able to find it in the Book of Job. That is just what we do find, and we find it in terms so positive and plain that even the fool need not err therein. 

2. Job's experiences convey no accidental similarity to the Calvary experiences of Christ. The Book of Job carries far more than a historical message; it carries a message of deeper meaning than God's vindication of His servant Job; it carries more than a Divine explanation of the causes of suffering and sickness. 

The Book of Job is speaking of Christ. It speaks of Christ as the Righteous and Sinless One; it speaks of Christ as the One beset by His foes; it speaks of Christ in the. unswerving and indomitable visions of His faith; it particularly speaks of Christ in the bitterness of His Calvary sufferings. 

I. JOB A TYPE IN HIS PHYSICAL SUFFERINGS 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh" (Job 19:20 ). "I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me" (Psalms 22:17 ). "My bones are pierced in me in the night season: and my sinews take no rest." "They pierced my hands and my feet" (Psalms 22:16 , l.c.). We know that the Psalmist was referring to Christ, as the Spirit gave him words quoted above. We wonder if the Spirit was not also speaking of Christ and His passion in the words of Job? 

There is a supreme lesson for us in all of this. God does not place upon one of His servants more than He would place upon His own Son, Job's lot was indeed almost unbearable, but Job's lot was not comparable to that of Christ. 

For a moment let us leave the pains of Job, and think of those which racked the body of our Lord. Our Scripture speaks of His pierced hands and feet. The nails, however, that passed through His hands and His feet did not tell the half of His physical sufferings. There was the unnatural position, the inflamed wounds from the whipping post, and the carried cross; there was the thorn-pierced brow, the unquenchable thirst, and the exposed nerves. 

II. JOB A TYPE IN THE TREATMENT OF HIS BRETHREN 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook" (Job 6:15 ). "All the disciples forsook him, and fled" (Matthew 26:56 ). "Miserable comforters are ye all" (Job 16:2 ). "I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none" (Psalms 69:20 , l.c.). "He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me" (Job 19:13 ). "Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered" (Zechariah 13:7 ). "My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me * * I am an alien in their sight" (Job 19:14 ). "I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children" (Psalms 69:8 ). "All my inward friends abhorred me: and they whom I loved are turned against me" (Job 19:19 ). "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me" (Psalms 41:9 ). The men who came from afar to comfort Job proved no more than a disappointment. Of them Job said, "Miserable comforters are ye." 

Of the disciples, we read, "And they all forsook Him, and fled." When Job needed comfort he found none; when Christ needed His disciples to watch and pray, they slept. When the mob came to arrest the Lord, His sheep were scattered. Peter still followed, but he followed afar off. 

Let each of us take a double warning. First, that we nev-er prove a Job's comforter to any one in the hour of his trial. Secondly, let us beware lest we also fail our Lord, and refuse to go outside the camp with Him, bearing His reproach. 

There was another great grief to Job. We read that his own brethren and acquaintance were estranged from him, and that his kinsfolk failed him. Along the same line, it was prophesied concerning Christ. "I am become a stranger to My brethren, and an alien unto My mother's children." 

There was a third sorrow that fell upon Job, and likewise upon Christ. Of Job it was said, "My inward friends abhorred me." Of Christ it was said, "Mine own familiar friend, * * hath lifted up his heel against Me." 

III. JOB A TYPE IN THE MOCKERS THAT SURROUNDED HIM 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "They have gaped upon me with their mouth; * * they have gathered themselves together against me" (Job 16:10 ). "They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion" (Psalms 22:13 ). "Many bulls have compassed me; strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round" (Psalms 22:12 ). "His archers compassed me around about (Job 16:13 ). "Are there not mockers with me?" (Job 17:2 ). "In mine adversity they rejoiced * * they did tear me, and cease not: with hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth" (Psalms 35:15-16 ). "He hath made me also a byword of the people" (Job 17:6 ). "Children of base men: * * viler than the earth. * * now am I their song, yea, I am their byword" (Job 30:8-9 ). "I am a * * reproach of men, and despised of the people" (Psalms 22:6 ). "All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip" (Psalms 22:7 ). The physical anguish which befell Job was by no means the acme of his trial. Satan had been given the right to touch Job's body, but God had never granted him the privilege to poison all of his erstwhile friends against him. There is no pity with Satan. He will go to any length to destroy one of God's chosen ones. He is a heartless tyrant, a pitiless demigod. 

Job, in bitterness of soul, saw the people whom he had so often sought to bless with his bounties and to comfort with his words, turning their heel upon him. 

As we mark the words which Job spoke concerning these false people, we are struck with the similarity between what he said, and what was said of Christ. Follow the parallel readings carefully and you cannot fail to wonder at this. Both Job and Christ saw the ones whom they had blessed gaping upon them with their mouths. Both were compassed round about; both were mocked; both were a byword, that is, a reproach of the people. 

If you want to understand what Job had done for the people, read the twenty-ninth chapter of the Book of Job. If you want to see the villainy of what they did toward him, remember how those who had been his honored and trusted servants; how those who had eaten the bounty of his table, and who had sat under the spell of his counsel, forsook him, and derided him. 

IV. JOB A TYPE IN GOD'S DELIVERANCE OF HIM TO THE UNGODLY 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over into the hands of the wicked" (Job 16:11 ). "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief (Isaiah 53:10 ). "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts 2:23 ). "He hath kindled his wrath against me, and he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies" (Job 19:11 ). "But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant" (Philemon 2:7 ). "He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head" (Job 19:9 ). "Christ * * suffered * * the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God" (1 Peter 3:18 ). "Not for any injustice in mine hands" (Job 16:17 ). We now come to that part of the message which is most difficult to understand. Knowing the heart of man and its utter depravity, we can, perhaps, grasp something of the import of the madness of friend and comrade, both against Job and against our Lord. We have another vision now. 

Job's false friends would have had no power against him, nor would the foes of Christ have been able to have prevailed against Him, had God not delivered them both into the power of Satan's hand. 

What did Job say? "God hath delivered me to the ungodly." He knew that God had turned him over into the hands of the wicked. Job quailed under the wrath of the Almighty. 

What did the Prophet say of Christ? He said, "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief." It was God who, in His determinate counsel and foreknowledge, delivered Christ into the hands of wicked men. 

Why did God deliver Job to the ungodly? It was because Satan had slandered Job's integrity, and God was proving the true value of his worth. Why did God deliver Christ to the ungodly? It was because He would make Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 

There is yet another thing in our Scripture. Job complained that God had stripped him of his glory, and that, not for any injustice which lay in his own hands. Was not Christ also stripped of His glory? Did He not make Himself of no reputation as He took upon Himself the form of a man, and as He made His way steadfastly toward the Cross, and that, as the spotless and innocent Lamb of God? 

V. JOB A TYPE IN BEING FORSAKEN OF GOD 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judgment" (Job 19:7 ). "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring"? (Psalms 22:1 ). "I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me: I stand up, and thou regardest me not" (Job 30:20 ). "O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not" (Ps, Job 22:2 ). "I waited for light, there came darkness * * I went mourning without the sun" (Job 30:26-28 ). "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour" (Matthew 27:45 ). Job, in the hour of his anguish, felt that God had forsaken him. He said, "I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard." Again he said, "I cry unto Thee, and Thou dost not hear me." The truth was that God had not forsaken Job. He was watching over him every moment. Had God forsaken Job Satan would have slain him. The same God who had hedged Job in of old, still hedged him in. By permission Satan was allowed to do many things against Job, but not all things. 

Jesus Christ cried out, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" He felt that God was far away from helping Him, and from the words of His roaring. He cried, but God seemed to hear Him not. In the case of our Lord, His sense of being forsaken was far more keen than that of Job. Christ had been forever one with the Father; now, as He died upon the tree, He was, in reality, left alone. 

Christ was forsaken of God, because He was the bearer of our sins. He was dying in our stead; suffering, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. Let the unsaved, who has rejected the Christ of Calvary, ponder the lot which shall befall him when God shall cast him into outer darkness there, shall be wailing and weeping; there, shall be gnashing of teeth. 

When Job waited for light, darkness came about him. He went mourning, without the sun. Thus, also, do we read of the hour of travail that fell upon Christ, "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour." 

The darkness that shrouded the Cross was so dense that men beat upon their breasts and groped their way homeward. The darkness that shall fall upon the wicked will strike dismay to their hearts. The Bible says, "To whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever." 

Thank God, the darkness which fell upon Job and also upon Christ was but for a little while. The darkness, however, which shall fall upon the wicked will be forevermore. 

VI. JOB A TYPE IN HIS IGNOMINY AND SHAME 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "My face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow of death" (Job 16:16 ). "I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God" (Psalms 69:3 ). "They abhor me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face" (Job 30:10 ). "And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head" (Matthew 27:30 ). "Upright men shall be astonied at this" (Job 17:8 ). "As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men" (Isaiah 52:14 ). When Job's friends first came to see him, "They lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not." The sickness of Job was one that made his face and form unsightly. His skin was thick upon him; his face was foul with weeping; and his eyebrows carried the shadow of death. Those who saw Job would flee from him. He said that they spared not to spit in his face. 

The analogy of all this with the Lord Jesus Christ is plain. The Prophet spoke of Christ as being weary with His crying, with His throat dry and His eyes failing. We know that they spit upon Him. The visage of Christ was more marred than that of any man, and His form more than the sons of men. Let us picture Him in our mind's eye with the long hair that fell to His shoulders, clotted with the blood from the thorn-pierced head. Let us behold the beaten back, with its inflamed wounds and exposed nerves; let us catch the picture of the blood, dripping from hands and feet. 

The truth is that our Lord was covered with shame and spitting. He was a man from whom men turned their faces. There was no beauty that any should desire Him. 

Job spoke of the fact that the upright would be astonished at his plight. The Prophet said of Christ, "As many were astonied at Thee." Thus, both Job and Christ caused a startled astonishment as they were looked upon. 

Let us think deeply that all of this shame and ignominy came upon Christ as a matter of His own choice. He went like a Lamb to the slaughter. He went, foretelling the shame and the spitting. He knew it all before hand, and yet, "having loved His own * *, He loved them unto the end." 

As we think of how He suffered for us, are we not willing to go outside the camp with Him bearing His reproach? Others may be ashamed to take His Name, and walk with Him, but we count it "all joy." 

VII. JOB A TYPE IN HIS TRANSCENDENT HOPE 
Job said: Of Christ it was said: "He hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: but he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold" (Job 23:9-10 ). "When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand" (Isaiah 53:10 ). "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him; but I will maintain mine own ways before him. He also shall be my salvation" (Job 13:15-16 ). "I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high" (Psalms 69:29 ). "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy" (Psalms 16:10-11 ). "Though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God" (Job 19:26 ). In our closing consideration, we are linking our message on to the chapter which will follow. We could not close the typology of Job without bringing this last thought upon the triumph of his faith. It was not fitting to leave Job under the shadow, when Job himself pierced through it, and, at times, saw the glimmerings of the glory that lay beyond. Job said, "He hideth Himself on the right hand, that I cannot see Him; but He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 

And what was it that Christ saw? He saw beyond the anguish of His passion the glorious results that His sufferings would bring. He saw the travail of His soul, and was satisfied. He saw the redeemed of all ages presented unto Him as the trophy of His Cross, It was this glory that led Him to despise the shame and endure the Cross. 

Job, in the deepest hour of his physical suffering, cried, that in his flesh he would see God. Jesus Christ knew also that His soul would not be left in hell, neither would His body see corruption. He knew also that He would be exalted to the Father's right hand as a Prince and a Saviour. Even as Christ approached the Cross, He prayed, "Father, glorify Thou Me * * with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." 

Who is he who is not willing to pass, as far as he is able, into the sufferings of Christ, when he knows that suffering is the pathway to glory? The way to get up is to get down; the way to be enriched is to become poor; the way to live is to die. "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"I was deeply interested in hearing of an incident that took place at a soldier's grave in one of the Southern States of America. A person was seen decking it with flowers; and a stranger, observing him, asked, with a tone of sympathy, 'If his son were buried there?' 'No,' was the reply. 'A brother?' 'No.' 'Same other relation?' 'No.' 'Whose memory, then, may I venture to ask, do you thus so sacredly and tenderly cherish?' Pausing a moment from emotion, he replied 'When the war broke out, I was drafted for the army; and as I was unable to procure a substitute, I prepared to go. Just as I was leaving home to report myself for duty, a young man whom I knew came to me, and said: 'You have a large family, whom your wife cannot support when you are gone. I am a single man, and have no one depending upon me I will go for you.' He went. In the battle of Chickamauga the poor fellow was dangerously wounded, and was taken to the hospital. After a lingering illness, he died, and was buried here. Ever since his death I have wished to visit this place, and having saved sufficient funds, I arrived yesterday, and today have found his grave.' 

"The touching story concluded, he planted the rest of the flowers. Then taking a rude board, he inserted it at the foot of the grave. On it were written these simple words and no more 

'He died for me.'" 

Verses 23-29
Job's Victorious Faith 
Job 19:23-29 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
All of the heroes of the faith have not lived in our day. To tell the truth, we fear that the heroic faith which marked the ancients is waning. Even under the increased light, and the fuller revelation of God, which the present age now holds, many have made shipwreck concerning the faith. 

It does one good to read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and to behold the conquests which the Old Testament saints wrought through faith. Their faith carried a far-flung vision. They all died, not having received the promises, but they, by faith, saw them afar off, and were persuaded of them. 

In the midst of the days of God's Old Testament worthies, Job lived. His name is not enrolled in the star cluster of Hebrews eleven, but the Holy Ghost, through James, did refer to "the patience of Job." 

We are willing to grant that Job, for a time, seemed hid under clouds of despair. His trial, as we saw in our last study, was equalled only, perhaps, by the trials of the Lord Himself. Nevertheless, this is true. The black clouds that shrouded Job, the dense darkness that hid from him the face of his Lord, no more than enhanced the glory of his visions of victorious faith, which came to him, ever and anon. Job's faith was like the occasional burst of the rays of the sun through a storm-shadowed sky. 

We are reminded time and again of the words of one who said to Christ, "Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief." 

Job may have doubted, but he did not always doubt. His disease, along with the taunts and jibes from his three false friends, no doubt led him to despise the day in which he was born; however, they never turned him aside from his final trust in the Living God. The truth is that the faith of Job presents to us some of the most marvelous visions of trust to be found in the Word of God. 

When the Lord comes He may not find faith upon the earth, because the faithful will have been raptured; yet, we thank God that there are still those who "love not their lives unto the death." 

I. JOB'S VISION OF JUSTIFICATION (Job 9:2 ) 
Bildad the Shuhite had been telling Job that if he were pure and upright God would awake for him. He argued that inasmuch as God had not come to Job's rescue, therefore, Job was a hypocrite; and his hope was but a spider's web. Bildad said, "God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will He help the evildoers." 

Job, in his reply, said to Bildad, "How should man be just with God?" Job admitted that he could not answer God "one of a thousand." Job had steadfastly sustained his own righteousness, and yet he admitted, "Though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my Judge." "If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me; if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse." 

Justification is impossible apart from the Blood of Jesus Christ. God cannot justify the guilty, nor can He receive into His holy presence the unclean. All men, however, are both guilty and unclean, and therefore, they abide under the wrath of God. God, nevertheless, can be Just, and the Justifier of the ungodly, through the Daysman, Christ Jesus, to whom Job evidently referred when he said, "Neither is there any Daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both." This is exactly what Christ did, and what God accomplished through Him. 

II. JOB'S CONCEPTION OF GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE (Job 10:8-12 ) 
This is an age in which we need a renewed vision of God's omnipotent power. The world is humanizing God, and deifying man. Contrary to all of this, Job confessed his own nothingness, and God's eternal almightiness. 

1. Job said, "Thine hands have made me." Job saw the finger of God fashioning him together around about. He felt that God was the One who had brought him into the world. Herein is a vital confession of faith, If we do not believe in the creative God, how can we believe in the God that cares for His own! When man rejects God as Creator, he has prepared his heart to reject God along every other line of human provision. If man came into existence, apart from the great I AM, he can continue his existence apart from Him. 

2. Job said, "Thou hast clothed me." Job referred first of all to his skin, bones, and sinews. He felt that the God who had made him out of the clay, had clothed his body with everything necessary for its physical perfectness. This is true. Not only, however, does God clothe us with skin, but He clothes us with raiment. 

The God we serve is the God who clothes the lily of the field. He is the God who feeds the birds of the air. There is not a sparrow that falls without His notice. Are we not of more value than the flowers of the field? and the birds of the air? 

3. Job said, "Thou hast granted me life." The faith of Job recognized the hand of God in every favor that had been granted to him during the years of his sojourning. He acknowledged that God had preserved his spirit. He realized that apart from God, he would have known naught of blessing. 

III. JOB'S HOPE OF SALVATION (Job 13:15-16 ) 
1. Job's unswerving fidelity. We are all willing to grant the supremacy of Job's trial. Few, if any, among men, ever suffered more than he. Satan had blatantly said to God, "Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth Thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." Satan, under God's permission, had done his full part in touching Job's bones and flesh; and yet, in the height of Job's sore trial he said, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 

Let us ask ourselves the question, Do we possess a stronger faith? How many, in the hour of their affliction, complain at God? Some receive His good things without a word of praise; but the moment they suffer they complain. 

2. Job's determinate purpose. Job said, "I will maintain mine own ways before Him." Come what may Job was determined to go through with the Lord. His face was set like a flint. His love and trust was unswerving. Even while he groaned under his burden, the eye of his faith pierced the clouds, and he renewed his vows. 

In the Song of Songs is this statement, "Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it." Job's life was a proof of this. 

3. Job's certainty of salvation. In verse sixteen Job cried, "He also shall be my salvation." This prayer reminds us of the prayer of Jonah as he lay in the fish's belly, cast out of God's sight, and with the reeds wrapped about his neck. Jonah said, "Salvation is of the Lord." 

IV. JOB'S VIEW OF THE LIFE TO COME (Job 14:14 ) 
Job lay in shame and spitting, his body was so broken under the power of his disease, that men were astonished at him. Mark then Job's stirring words: "If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come." 

Not for one moment should we imagine that Job's faith did not look through his grief and physical pain, to the hour of the resurrection. With his very being filled with hope, and with the intensity of undaunted faith, he cried, "Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!" 

What was it that so thrilled the sufferer, Job? What was it that he wanted written indelibly, so that the ages to come might know his faith? 

1. Job wanted men to know his supreme assurance : "I know that my Redeemer liveth." We cannot but think of the blind man who did not know many things, but who said, "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." 

There were many things that Job did not know and could not understand; yet, one thing he did know, He knew that his Redeemer lived. 

2. Job wanted men to know the basis of his hope: "That He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth." 

Job not only had a living Redeemer, but a Redeemer who was destined to come in the latter days, and stand upon the earth. We who love Job's Redeemer know also: "His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east." 

3. Job wanted men to know the fruition of his hope: "And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." 

In after years Job's Redeemer said, "Because I live, ye shall live also." That was exactly what Job foresaw, and what Job wanted indelibly engraved on a rock. He knew that his Redeemer lived, and that his Redeemer would stand upon the earth. He knew, therefore, that he too should live; that his body, though destroyed by worms, should yet arise, and that he, in his flesh, should see God. 

4. Job wanted men to know the personality of his hope. "Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me." Was ever faith more sublime? Was ever hope more undaunted? Did ever faith shine with a stronger hue, through darker clouds? Job could say, "Though my reins be consumed within me (that is, though my sorrows overwhelm me, and the bitterness of my cup engulf me), yet, through it all, beyond it all, and over it all, I, myself, and not another, in my behalf, shall see the Lord." 

V. JOB'S SOUL LONGING AFTER GOD (Job 23:3 ) 
There was no desire in Job's heart to rebel against God and to put God out of his life. He felt himself chastened, indeed, and sorely tried. He thought that God had lifted up His hand against him. Yet, Job's great spirit sought to kiss the hand that smote him. Job said, "Oh that I knew where I might find Him! that I might come even to His seat!" 

Has your soul ever been athirst after God? Have you ever cried with the Psalmist? "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God." Have you ever cried with the Shulamite and with Job? "I sought Him whom my soul loveth: I sought Him, but I found Him not." 

1. Job sought the Lord for strength. Job said, "I would order my cause before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments." 

Did Job think that God, like his false friends, would argue against him, and condemn him? Nay, Job said, "Will He plead against me with His great power? No; but He would put strength in me." 

Was Job's idea of God not correct? Did the Lord not seek the prisoner to set him free? Did He not come to bind up the brokenhearted, and to proclaim, liberty to the captives? No man, suing for mercy and pleading grace, need have any fear in coming into the presence of God. 

2. Job recognized God's leadership. Job looked on the left hand, but he beheld Him not. He looked on the right hand, but he could not see Him. Job moved forward, but God was not there, and backward, but he did not perceive Him. Nevertheless, though Job could not see God, he knew that God saw him, and with the exultant cry of confident faith, Job said, "He knoweth the way that I take." 

3. Job had faith in his ultimate deliverance. Job said, "When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 

Every trial for the present time seemeth grievous, but afterward it worketh out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Job seemed to know that of which Peter afterward wrote, "The God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while." How sublime the faith that could say, "I shall come forth as gold"! 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Fourteen Japanese sailors were picked up in their lifeboat in the middle of the Pacific ocean after they had abandoned their ship which was disabled in a terrific storm. Earthly sailors do not know whether they will reach port when they embark. Storms may prevent them from reaching their desired haven. But the sailors of Jesus Christ, after having embarked on the good ship, Salvation, are sure that they will be able to weather all storms, and finally make port triumphantly, with banners flying and with a victorious shout of eternal safety. The certainty of this sure triumph gives us a brave heart to "fear none of the things which we shall suffer," for we know that the ship on which rides the "Captain of our Salvation" will outride all the waves that can come. Let us stick to the old ship. She will make port. C. S. B. 

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-17
Job Challenged by Satan 
Job 1:1 -Job 23:1-17 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We begin today a series of studies on one of the most interesting characters of the Bible. He is Job, the man of patience. 

We remember the comment which the Holy Ghost made concerning Job, and which is recorded for us in the fifth chapter of James. 

"Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." 

Job was probably a contemporary of Abraham. One thing which we think worthy of mention is this fact: In the old days, far back before Christ, and even before the days of national Israel and her Prophets, God had good and great men upon the earth; men who trusted Him and served Him. 

According to the Word of God, the heathen world of today is dwelling in darkness and superstition, simply because the world of old in its wisdom, knew not God. It was for this cause that God gave them over to a reprobate mind. 

Returning to Job as a theme for study, we assure the readers that they will find, before we have completed our consideration, that there is much of faith, much of spiritual wisdom, and even much of prophetic vision bound up in the marvelous Book that relates the story of Job. 

The answer to many questions, which puzzle minds today, will be found in the Book of Job. 

The demands of God as He calls upon Job to stand up like a man, reveal visions of God in His creative power and inherent glory which are hardly surpassed in the Bible. 

Let none deceive themselves by imagining that the Book of Job is an ancient story which crept into the Bible. The Book of Job portrays with historical accuracy a God-given record of a man who lived in the land of Uz. 

His testings at the hand of Satan were real. The speeches of his three friends, who became more accusers than helpers, are real. Job's responses, where the sunshine and glory of undaunted faith is mixed with the darkness and despair of temporary doubt, are real. 

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. Let us begin our study of this man asking the Lord to illumine our minds to the message which He has for us. 

I. JOB'S MORAL AND SPIRITUAL INTEGRITY (Job 1:1 ) 
1. Job was perfect and upright. This is saying a good deal, but God said it. Let us not think for one moment that Job was sinless. He was not that, but God said of him "that there is none like him in the earth" (Job 23:8 ). 

Other men beside Job have been spoken of as perfect and upright. Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-6 ), was one of these. Here is the record concerning Zacharias and his wife, "They were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless." 

Some people would have us to believe that all young men and young women in our day are corrupt. We do not accept this for a moment. Because we are living in a world dominated by sin does not mean that God does not have His true and tried ones, who are unsmirched by the filth of the flesh. 

The unsaved may, like Cornelius, be full of prayers and of alms deeds. However, it is in the realm of the redeemed and of those empowered by the Holy Ghost, that we find large numbers of men who are living with a conscience void of offence toward God and men. 

2. Spiritually Job feared God. Job's "fear of God," was the reason that he was perfect and upright. We know that the fruit of the Spirit includes all the beauties of moral perfection and uprightness. 

The extent to which Job feared God, and followed Him, will be brought out as we proceed in our studies. Suffice it now to say that Job's fear encompassed a wide margin of spiritual vision and faith. 

II. JOB'S FAMILY LIFE (Job 1:2 ; Job 1:4-5 ) 
Job was the father of seven sons, and of three daughters. Family life may have its temptations and testings, but there is nothing in the life of father or mother that makes it impossible to live acceptable to God. 

We read concerning Enoch that he walked with God, after he begat Methuselah, for three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. Mark you, that it was during the period of Enoch's family life that he walked with God. 

A godly home is the nearest place to Heaven of anything we know. Job had such a home. 

In Deuteronomy we are taught that the father shall teach all of God's statutes to his children. He shall talk of them when he sits in his house, and when he walks by the way. He shall bind them for a sign upon his hands, and they shall be as frontlets between his eyes. He shall write them upon the posts of his house, and upon his gates. 

Along this line it is interesting to note that when Job's sons feasted in their houses, and called in their sisters to the feast, that Job afterward sent for his sons and sanctified them. He rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all. Thus did Job continually. 

Would that we had more fathers today who kept up the family altar, more who watched diligently over their children, bringing them up in the nurture and fear of the Lord. 

III. JOB'S WEALTH (Job 1:3 ) 
Job was the greatest of all the men of the east. His substance was seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household. 

Job was rich. In another chapter we read something of his spirit of philanthropy, and of his love to the poor. He delivered the poor when they cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to help him. He caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. He was a father to the needy. 

The curse of riches is displayed by Christ in the parable of the rich man who had much goods laid up for many days, and who said unto his soul, "Eat, drink, and be merry." To this rich man God said, "Thou fool" Then He said, "So is he that layeth up treasure for himself , and is not rich toward God ." 

The rich young ruler is another example of riches kept to one's hurt. Jesus loved the man, even though he was rich, but the rich man was unwilling to leave all and follow Christ, for he was wedded to his wealth. 

With Job it was altogether different. In a succeeding study, we will learn that Job counted God more than money, and he could say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 

IV. SATAN, THE ACCUSER OF THE SAINTS (Job 1:6-10 ) 
There came a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. The Lord said unto Satan, "Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth?" Satan quickly replied, "Doth Job fear God for nought?" Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? Then Satan said to God, "Put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." 

1. We have before us a loose devil, going about seeking whom he may devour. Satan is not chained as some would aver. He is the Prince of the power of the air. He is seeking to entangle every possible child of God, and to lead them into sin and disobedience. 

2. Satan's complaint. When the Lord asked Satan if he had observed Job, Satan complained that God had put an hedge about Job so that he couldn't touch him; and, in addition, God had blessed the work of his hands. This admission on the part of Satan is very comforting to believers. Our security does not lie in our perseverance, but in His preservation. God may allow Satan sometimes to "sift us as wheat," as He did Peter; however, no matter what testing is permitted, God will prepare a way to escape, that we may be able to bear it. If the Lord had not said unto us, "I will be thy shield and thy strong tower," we know not what might have befallen us. Thank God, we are held in the hand of omnipotency. 

3. Satan's insinuations. Satan insinuated that Job's obeisance to God was not genuine. He said that Job, in his heart, had no trust in Jehovah, that he was serving Him alone for what he could get out of it. 

V. SATAN REQUESTING THE PRIVILEGE OF TESTING JOB (Job 1:11-12 ) 
1. The challenge made. Satan said to God, "Put forth Thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." The challenge had been made; Satan demanded that God should try out Job. 

During the dark days which followed, if Job had only known of this challenge on the part of Satan, and the reason why he was being put to the test, it would have made it a thousand times easier for him to suffer. 

On the other hand, if God had told Job the objective, and had smiled upon him as he suffered, it would have upset the whole purpose of the test. 

The trial of Job's faith brought God honor, because it proved that Satan was a liar and a false accuser, and that Job did, in reality, serve God because he loved Him, and not because of what he profited thereby. 

2. The challenge accepted. "And the Lord said unto Satan, behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand." 

Many Christians have felt, at times, that God had forgotten them; and, perhaps, that He had set Himself against them. This could not be. God loves His own with an everlasting love, and every man, when he is tested of God, is tested for his good, and not for his harm. Satan's purpose in this temptation and trial was the utter undoing of Job. God's purpose was Job's ultimate enlargement. 

VI. THE COMPLETENESS OF SATAN'S WRATH (Job 1:13-19 ) 
1. The scope of Satan's power. There are many who underestimate the ability and strength of the devil. Michael, an archangel, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, and yet, there are many men, women and children who possess nothing of Michael's power and authority, who dare to jest about Satan. They call him the "Old Nick," or the "Old Scratch," and speak as though they had victory over him in some imagined personal combat. 

It is with such an one that we have to deal, so if we would go forth to battle, we must be clothed with the whole armour of God that we may withstand in the evil day. 

2. Satan's power at work. With God's permission obtained, Satan stretched forth his hand. In order to make his devilish work forceful and more trying to Job, he arranged matters so there would not be a long-drawn series of temptings, but one great stroke in which all of Job's substance would be swept from him. 

(1) While Job's sons and daughters were feasting, a messenger came to Job, saying, that all his oxen and asses had been captured by the Sabeans, and the attending servants slain with the sword. 

(2) While the messenger was yet speaking, a second one arrived, saying that all of Job's sheep had been burned, and his servants consumed with them. 

(3) While the second messenger was speaking, a third came saying that the Chaldeans had fallen upon the camels, and had carried them away, slaying all the servants. 

(4) While the third messenger spoke, a fourth arrived saying that all of his sons and daughters had been smitten and slain by a great wind from the wilderness. 

No one need doubt, as this fourfold wreckage comes before them, the thoroughness of Satan's malicious maneuverings. 

VII. JOB'S FIDELITY AND FAITHFULNESS VINDICATED (Job 1:21-22 ) 
With everything swept away, and with Job in absolute darkness as to why God had permitted such a disaster, yet Job did not sin, nor charge God foolishly. The mighty man of the East said, "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." 

Job did not alone refuse to complain, but he even blessed the Name of the Lord. With everything gone, he said both Amen and Hallelujah. 

All will agree that Job possessed a very high standard of Christian integrity. All will agree that Satan's words concerning Job were no more than a mere slander. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Dr. Howard Taylor tells of his yearning for holiness of life and power in service: 

"All the time I felt assured there was in Christ all I needed, but the practical question was how to get it out. He was rich, truly, but I was poor; He was strong, but I, weak. I knew full well that there was in the root, the stem, abundant fatness, but how to get it into my puny little branch was the question. As gradually the light was dawning on me, I saw that faith was the only requisite, was the hand to lay hold on His fullness and make it my own. But I had not this faith. I strove for it, but it would not come; tried to exercise it, but in vain. Seeing more and more the wondrous supply of grace laid up in Jesus, the fullness of our precious Saviour, my helplessness and guilt seemed to increase. Sins committed appeared but as trifles compared with the sin of unbelief which was their cause, which could not or would not take God at His Word, but rather make Him a liar! Unbelief was, I felt, the damning sin of the world, yet I indulged in it. I prayed for faith, but it came not. What was I to do? 

When my agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales from my eyes, and the Spirit of God revealed the truth of our oneness with Jesus as I have never known it before. McCarthy, who had been much exercised by the same sense of failure, but saw the light before I did, wrote (I quote from memory): 

"But how to get faith strengthened? Not by striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One. " 

As I read, I saw it all! "If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful." I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flowed!) that He had said, " I will never leave you." Ah, there is rest, I thought. I have striven in vain to rest in Him. I'll strive no more, for has He not promised to abide with me never to leave me, never to fail me? And, dearie, He never will!" 
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Verses 1-22
High Altitudes in Elihu's Answer to Job 
Job 32:1-22 , Job 33:1-33 , Job 34:1-37 , Job 35:1-16 , Job 36:1-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We now come to that part of the Book of Job which presents a most remarkable message spoken by a young man of spiritual integrity. Elihu had evidently been listening to the words of Job, and of his three friends. His spirit had waxed hot within him as he listened; and yet he did not deign to make a reply until the three men utterly collapsed in their arguments and expletives against Job. 

1. Men who speak for God should be taught of God. Elihu said, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom." However, Elihu understood. "Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment." This is a message that all young people need to ponder. Men of years are not necessarily men who know God. One may be ever so well versed in human knowledge, and ever so brilliant in all things which pertain to psychical understanding, and yet, be altogether ignorant of the things of God. Here is the way Elihu put it: "There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:8 ). 

We need this inspiration from on high this gift of God. Daniel possessed Divine wisdom. How else could he have told the things of God and particularly those things which are being fulfilled in our own day. 

2. Men who speak for God should realize that they stand in God's stead. Elihu approached Job, not with a message of his own; neither did he come in his own name. Mark his words: "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." 

Job had desired to meet God, and lay his case before the Almighty. Elihu now tells Job that he is there in God's stead. He feels that he can bring God's message, because he was taught of God. Elihu's claim may, at the first, seem like presumption. How can a man stand in God's stead? We must stop and consider these words. Let us examine a Scripture to be found in 2 Corinthians 5:20 . "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The Spirit-sent believer holds a very vital relation to God in his delivery of a God-sent message. The Lord even says of Him, "He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." 

The authority of one who preaches the true Word of God is as high Heaven. There is an abiding sense of responsibility in all of this; and it lies with tremendous weight upon every one sent of God. If we are in God's stead, we must speak the words of God. If we are in God's stead, we must work the works of God. 

3. Men who speak for God should express the compassion of God. Elihu said: "My terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee" (Job 33:7 ). "For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would soon take me away." 

We have then a twofold obligation: first, we must speak with all love; and yet, secondly, we must speak with all honesty and not with beguiling words, with which we would seek to please men. We may sum up our duty in this: "Speaking the truth in love." 

Job's three friends had shown anything but the tender compassion of God. They had maligned Job, and criticised him, had continually charged him with wickedness, of which he knew he was not guilty. They expressed no Godlike sympathy, as they should have done. 

Christ spoke bitter words of denunciation against the religious hypocrites of His day, but He spoke them with a heart of yearning. The darkest anathemas He ever uttered are recorded in Matthew twenty-three. Mark, therefore, how He closed His solemn series of terrific "woes." Here are His closing words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!" Let us speak the truth in love. 

I. HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF (Job 33:14-17 ) 
1. God speaks in dreams. Not for a moment would Elihu suggest that all dreams are from God. However, it is often true that in the daytime God has but little opportunity to get in a word with those to whom He would give some warning. Thus, in the hours of the night, God does speak in "a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep faileth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed." 

Where is the individual who has not felt that he had, at some time in his life, some real message from God as he lay sleeping? And yet, we would give a warning that Elihu did not give. We believe that we need to be so in touch with the Lord, and in such fellowship with the Spirit that we will seek by day, and not when asleep at night, the will of God, and His message for our souls. 

We need, moreover, to be so filled with His Word that we will receive many revelations from God in the Scriptures that come to our remembrances in special hours of need. If we will walk with God in full yieldedness to Him, it will not be difficult to find out what He has to say to us. 

2. God's purpose in speaking to us. This is the way Elihu put it: 

(1) "That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man." Alas, alas, so many men are rushing headlong on their way, without ever stopping to seek, much less to know, the will of God in their lives! God has said, "It is not in a man to order his steps"; and yet, few men, comparatively, ever ask God for guidance. 

Why do we get into so many labyrinths of difficulty? It is because we sought to turn every one to his own way. The very essence of sin is "my way," "my thought." What is the finale of salvation? It is to turn men back to God, as Lord and Master. It is to save us from our transgression going across the will of God. 

The supreme call of God to the redeemed soul, is this: "Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13 ). 

(2) That He may keep "back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." God does not want any of us to rush heedlessly on to our doom. He wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings. He wants to fill our lives with His good things. He has no pleasure that any man should perish. Let us, then, seek His face, and learn to trust His will. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN PAIN (Job 33:19-22 ) 
Some one has said, "Sweet are the uses of adversity." God has said, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but * * afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Back of all affliction, is the God of all grace. 

1. Then He is gracious unto him. Elihu taught that all of the chastening of God led to a manifestation of God's mercy. Man is chastened with pain upon his bed: his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat; his flesh is consumed away; his bones stick out, and his soul draweth near to the grave: then God is gracious unto him. 

Elihu is right. God does use every bitter cup that we drink, every pain that we suffer, that He may perfect, strengthen, establish, and settle us. In all of our trials, God is seeking our good. In our anguish, He is leading us to His joy; in our poverty, He is leading us into His riches; in our shame, He is leading us into His glory. 

What then should we do when afflictions befall us? We should drop our tired head over upon His arm and wait for His deliverance. He will be gracious unto us. 

2. The basis of God's graciousness. Here is a little expression found in the last clause of Job 33:24 , which is well worth weighing. The clause reads: "I have found a Ransom." 

We do not doubt but Elihu is seeking to convey the basis upon which God's grace operates. How can God be gracious unto the one who has sinned, and whom He has chastened? How can God deliver any soul from going down into the pit? All have sinned; and the wages of sin is death. 

God's deliverance is given on the basis of a Ransom. That Ransom is made in none other way than by the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who died, the Just for the unjust. He is the One who suffered for us. How truly grateful we should be because God found a basis upon which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly! 

There are some who feel that this Scripture in Job carries a wonderful message on God's physical deliverances. This is no doubt true, particularly when sickness, with its contingent pain and bitterness, is due to sin. In such a case, the sin must be disposed of before the remedy can be applied. 

Elihu, in Job 33:26 , emphasizes the place of prayer, and confession, as a basis on which God's grace, by way of His Ransom, operates. Elihu said, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and he shall see His face with joy." 

Elihu is pleading with Job to accept God's graciousness by the way of His Ransom, and by means of the prayer of confession. Where can we find a better scriptural statement than this? 

III. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS (Job 34:10-12 ) 
During Job's sickness and pain Elihu observed that Job was justifying himself. In this, Elihu contended that Job, of necessity, was condemning God. Elihu was right. To be sure, Job had been nagged on by the condemnatory words of his false friends; and besides, Job was righteous, so far as he knew. He was not guilty, as his friends asserted. However, Job should not have found fault with God. Here are the words of Elihu: "Far be it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity." 

Elihu further contended that the Almighty will not pervert judgment. As the result of Elihu's contention, he made two statements in the form of two questions. 

1. "Wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?" It is not fit for a subject to say to the King, "Thou art wicked." Nor, for the plebian to say to the prince, "Ye are ungodly." Then said Elihu, "How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?" Shall the created condemn the Creator? Shall the clay condemn the potter? 

Abraham, when he prayed to God concerning Sodom, said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Men may not always understand God's dealings, but men should always bend the knee and acknowledge God's righteousness. 

All of Job's complaints against Jehovah were due to Job's ignorance. If he had only been able to have pierced the veil, and to have heard Satan's challenge; or, if he had heard God's marvelous commendation of his righteousness, he would have felt differently about it. The trouble with Job was that he argued in the dark. 

2. Wilt thou condemn Him who is omniscient? Elihu presented before Job the fact that God knew all things. Here are Elihu's words: "For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Man may not understand God, but God knows what is in man. God may hide Himself from the wicked, but they can never hide from Him. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Since God knows the way we take, He also knows what is good for us. Elihu said, "He will not lay upon man more than right." What then shall we do? We will trust and not be afraid. If we do not know the way, we know our Guide; if we do not know the why of our sorrows and our pains, we do know that God leads the way. 

IV. GOD'S GREAT AND BENEFICENT HAND (Job 35:10-11 ) 
We now come to one of the most beautiful verses of the whole Bible. They are words spoken by Elihu. "But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night" (Job 35:10 ). Elihu is intimating that Job should have been singing, instead of sighing. Some may now desire to take Job's part. They may feel that if God sends tribulation, it is right and proper for saints to tribulate. With this, Elihu would not agree. 

It was just here that Job, as a type of Christ, broke down. We have shown in a former study how the cries of Job, in the hour of his anguish, paralleled those of Christ as He went to the Cross. We have also shown how the treatment which Job received paralleled the treatment which Christ received. We now wish to observe, not the parallelism, but the contrast. 

As Job faced his suffering, and drank the bitterness of his cup, he caught every now and then, through faith, a vision of ultimate victory; yet, Job continually bewailed his estate. Job wished to die. Job even condemned God, and continually bemoaned his lot. 

Jesus Christ, on the contrary, as He faced the hour of His travail, faced it with joy. On the night of His betrayal, Christ uttered such words as these: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, as the bitter cup was pressed to the lips of the Master, Christ said, "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

There never was a moment that the Lord Jesus complained; there was never a moment that He doubted. Our Lord was a nightingale, singing in the midnight hour of His travail. We read that after He had taken the bread and had broken it, saying, "This is My body"; and that after He had taken the cup, and had poured it forth, saying, "This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many"; that afterward, " when they had SUNG AN HYMN, they went out." 
Thus, the Lord sang songs in the night. Is it possible for us to sing, as He sang? It was possible for Paul and Silas, for they sang at Philippi with their feet in the stocks, as they lay in the Roman jail. 

V. ELIHU'S SOLEMN WARNING (Job 36:18 ) 
We must bring this message shortly to a close, but we cannot do so until we emphasize Elihu's three solemn warnings which he gave to Job. 

1. "Beware lest." "Beware lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." Elihu longed for Job to get into the place of victory, before God might take him away, Elihu taught that after death God's great Ransom could not deliver. He who repents must repent in life, and never after death. The work of the Cross is effective by faith only among men who are yet in the flesh. 

Let every one, therefore, beware lest God speak the word, "Cut him down: why cumbereth he the ground?" 

2. "Remember that." This is Elihu's second warning. He said, "Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold." How marvelously did Elihu give glory to God! This is the whole duty of man. 

There is a little verse in the New Testament that says: "Remember Jesus Christ." People today are in danger of forgetting God, and of forgetting His Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The world needs a renewed vision of God, and a new love for and trust in God. 

3. "Behold, God." The verse in full reads: "Behold, God is great, and we know Him not, neither can the number of His years be searched out." The balance of Elihu's speech, finishing the thirty-sixth and through the thirty-seventh chapter, is given to glorifying God, and to magnifying His greatness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us know, with the faith of Elihu, that we have a Ransom. Let us not trust "Rotten Ships." 

Much has been said and written about rotten ships, and what a sad piece of iniquity it is for any, just for the sake of present gain, to attempt to trifle with human life, in sending men in ships that ought to have been broken up long years ago. Old unseaworthy hulks patched up and painted, then freighted with precious life, all sacrificed for the cupidity and covetousness of the owners, how the world reprobates such conduct, and cries out against it. 

Would that all equally condemned the attempts to sail to Heaven in the rotten hulks of man's providing. 

When we try to gain everlasting life by anything that we do, say, or promise, ignoring the new and living way, what is it but sailing in a rotten ship that must founder. When we boast ourselves of our morality, sincerity, good deeds and intentions, ignoring the work and Person of Jesus the Saviour, what is it but a fair coat of bright paint that covers a worm-eaten, rotten ship, that will not stand one breath of God's judgment. When we weary ourselves with the performance of outward forms and ceremonies of religion, and try to satisfy the conscience with acts of devotion and contrition, rejecting the work of Christ , who hath "by Himself purged our sins," what is it but building again what God has destroyed, and embarking in that which will never reach the shore. 

God condemned all these ways four thousand years ago, providing an "Ark," even Christ Jesus, for the saving of the soul the sinner's refuge and way of escape. And what He said unto Noah, He says to you, "Come thou, and all thy house, into the Ark." Unknown. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-33
High Altitudes in Elihu's Answer to Job 
Job 32:1-22 , Job 33:1-33 , Job 34:1-37 , Job 35:1-16 , Job 36:1-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We now come to that part of the Book of Job which presents a most remarkable message spoken by a young man of spiritual integrity. Elihu had evidently been listening to the words of Job, and of his three friends. His spirit had waxed hot within him as he listened; and yet he did not deign to make a reply until the three men utterly collapsed in their arguments and expletives against Job. 

1. Men who speak for God should be taught of God. Elihu said, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom." However, Elihu understood. "Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment." This is a message that all young people need to ponder. Men of years are not necessarily men who know God. One may be ever so well versed in human knowledge, and ever so brilliant in all things which pertain to psychical understanding, and yet, be altogether ignorant of the things of God. Here is the way Elihu put it: "There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:8 ). 

We need this inspiration from on high this gift of God. Daniel possessed Divine wisdom. How else could he have told the things of God and particularly those things which are being fulfilled in our own day. 

2. Men who speak for God should realize that they stand in God's stead. Elihu approached Job, not with a message of his own; neither did he come in his own name. Mark his words: "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." 

Job had desired to meet God, and lay his case before the Almighty. Elihu now tells Job that he is there in God's stead. He feels that he can bring God's message, because he was taught of God. Elihu's claim may, at the first, seem like presumption. How can a man stand in God's stead? We must stop and consider these words. Let us examine a Scripture to be found in 2 Corinthians 5:20 . "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The Spirit-sent believer holds a very vital relation to God in his delivery of a God-sent message. The Lord even says of Him, "He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." 

The authority of one who preaches the true Word of God is as high Heaven. There is an abiding sense of responsibility in all of this; and it lies with tremendous weight upon every one sent of God. If we are in God's stead, we must speak the words of God. If we are in God's stead, we must work the works of God. 

3. Men who speak for God should express the compassion of God. Elihu said: "My terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee" (Job 33:7 ). "For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would soon take me away." 

We have then a twofold obligation: first, we must speak with all love; and yet, secondly, we must speak with all honesty and not with beguiling words, with which we would seek to please men. We may sum up our duty in this: "Speaking the truth in love." 

Job's three friends had shown anything but the tender compassion of God. They had maligned Job, and criticised him, had continually charged him with wickedness, of which he knew he was not guilty. They expressed no Godlike sympathy, as they should have done. 

Christ spoke bitter words of denunciation against the religious hypocrites of His day, but He spoke them with a heart of yearning. The darkest anathemas He ever uttered are recorded in Matthew twenty-three. Mark, therefore, how He closed His solemn series of terrific "woes." Here are His closing words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!" Let us speak the truth in love. 

I. HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF (Job 33:14-17 ) 
1. God speaks in dreams. Not for a moment would Elihu suggest that all dreams are from God. However, it is often true that in the daytime God has but little opportunity to get in a word with those to whom He would give some warning. Thus, in the hours of the night, God does speak in "a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep faileth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed." 

Where is the individual who has not felt that he had, at some time in his life, some real message from God as he lay sleeping? And yet, we would give a warning that Elihu did not give. We believe that we need to be so in touch with the Lord, and in such fellowship with the Spirit that we will seek by day, and not when asleep at night, the will of God, and His message for our souls. 

We need, moreover, to be so filled with His Word that we will receive many revelations from God in the Scriptures that come to our remembrances in special hours of need. If we will walk with God in full yieldedness to Him, it will not be difficult to find out what He has to say to us. 

2. God's purpose in speaking to us. This is the way Elihu put it: 

(1) "That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man." Alas, alas, so many men are rushing headlong on their way, without ever stopping to seek, much less to know, the will of God in their lives! God has said, "It is not in a man to order his steps"; and yet, few men, comparatively, ever ask God for guidance. 

Why do we get into so many labyrinths of difficulty? It is because we sought to turn every one to his own way. The very essence of sin is "my way," "my thought." What is the finale of salvation? It is to turn men back to God, as Lord and Master. It is to save us from our transgression going across the will of God. 

The supreme call of God to the redeemed soul, is this: "Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13 ). 

(2) That He may keep "back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." God does not want any of us to rush heedlessly on to our doom. He wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings. He wants to fill our lives with His good things. He has no pleasure that any man should perish. Let us, then, seek His face, and learn to trust His will. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN PAIN (Job 33:19-22 ) 
Some one has said, "Sweet are the uses of adversity." God has said, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but * * afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Back of all affliction, is the God of all grace. 

1. Then He is gracious unto him. Elihu taught that all of the chastening of God led to a manifestation of God's mercy. Man is chastened with pain upon his bed: his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat; his flesh is consumed away; his bones stick out, and his soul draweth near to the grave: then God is gracious unto him. 

Elihu is right. God does use every bitter cup that we drink, every pain that we suffer, that He may perfect, strengthen, establish, and settle us. In all of our trials, God is seeking our good. In our anguish, He is leading us to His joy; in our poverty, He is leading us into His riches; in our shame, He is leading us into His glory. 

What then should we do when afflictions befall us? We should drop our tired head over upon His arm and wait for His deliverance. He will be gracious unto us. 

2. The basis of God's graciousness. Here is a little expression found in the last clause of Job 33:24 , which is well worth weighing. The clause reads: "I have found a Ransom." 

We do not doubt but Elihu is seeking to convey the basis upon which God's grace operates. How can God be gracious unto the one who has sinned, and whom He has chastened? How can God deliver any soul from going down into the pit? All have sinned; and the wages of sin is death. 

God's deliverance is given on the basis of a Ransom. That Ransom is made in none other way than by the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who died, the Just for the unjust. He is the One who suffered for us. How truly grateful we should be because God found a basis upon which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly! 

There are some who feel that this Scripture in Job carries a wonderful message on God's physical deliverances. This is no doubt true, particularly when sickness, with its contingent pain and bitterness, is due to sin. In such a case, the sin must be disposed of before the remedy can be applied. 

Elihu, in Job 33:26 , emphasizes the place of prayer, and confession, as a basis on which God's grace, by way of His Ransom, operates. Elihu said, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and he shall see His face with joy." 

Elihu is pleading with Job to accept God's graciousness by the way of His Ransom, and by means of the prayer of confession. Where can we find a better scriptural statement than this? 

III. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS (Job 34:10-12 ) 
During Job's sickness and pain Elihu observed that Job was justifying himself. In this, Elihu contended that Job, of necessity, was condemning God. Elihu was right. To be sure, Job had been nagged on by the condemnatory words of his false friends; and besides, Job was righteous, so far as he knew. He was not guilty, as his friends asserted. However, Job should not have found fault with God. Here are the words of Elihu: "Far be it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity." 

Elihu further contended that the Almighty will not pervert judgment. As the result of Elihu's contention, he made two statements in the form of two questions. 

1. "Wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?" It is not fit for a subject to say to the King, "Thou art wicked." Nor, for the plebian to say to the prince, "Ye are ungodly." Then said Elihu, "How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?" Shall the created condemn the Creator? Shall the clay condemn the potter? 

Abraham, when he prayed to God concerning Sodom, said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Men may not always understand God's dealings, but men should always bend the knee and acknowledge God's righteousness. 

All of Job's complaints against Jehovah were due to Job's ignorance. If he had only been able to have pierced the veil, and to have heard Satan's challenge; or, if he had heard God's marvelous commendation of his righteousness, he would have felt differently about it. The trouble with Job was that he argued in the dark. 

2. Wilt thou condemn Him who is omniscient? Elihu presented before Job the fact that God knew all things. Here are Elihu's words: "For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Man may not understand God, but God knows what is in man. God may hide Himself from the wicked, but they can never hide from Him. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Since God knows the way we take, He also knows what is good for us. Elihu said, "He will not lay upon man more than right." What then shall we do? We will trust and not be afraid. If we do not know the way, we know our Guide; if we do not know the why of our sorrows and our pains, we do know that God leads the way. 

IV. GOD'S GREAT AND BENEFICENT HAND (Job 35:10-11 ) 
We now come to one of the most beautiful verses of the whole Bible. They are words spoken by Elihu. "But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night" (Job 35:10 ). Elihu is intimating that Job should have been singing, instead of sighing. Some may now desire to take Job's part. They may feel that if God sends tribulation, it is right and proper for saints to tribulate. With this, Elihu would not agree. 

It was just here that Job, as a type of Christ, broke down. We have shown in a former study how the cries of Job, in the hour of his anguish, paralleled those of Christ as He went to the Cross. We have also shown how the treatment which Job received paralleled the treatment which Christ received. We now wish to observe, not the parallelism, but the contrast. 

As Job faced his suffering, and drank the bitterness of his cup, he caught every now and then, through faith, a vision of ultimate victory; yet, Job continually bewailed his estate. Job wished to die. Job even condemned God, and continually bemoaned his lot. 

Jesus Christ, on the contrary, as He faced the hour of His travail, faced it with joy. On the night of His betrayal, Christ uttered such words as these: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, as the bitter cup was pressed to the lips of the Master, Christ said, "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

There never was a moment that the Lord Jesus complained; there was never a moment that He doubted. Our Lord was a nightingale, singing in the midnight hour of His travail. We read that after He had taken the bread and had broken it, saying, "This is My body"; and that after He had taken the cup, and had poured it forth, saying, "This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many"; that afterward, " when they had SUNG AN HYMN, they went out." 
Thus, the Lord sang songs in the night. Is it possible for us to sing, as He sang? It was possible for Paul and Silas, for they sang at Philippi with their feet in the stocks, as they lay in the Roman jail. 

V. ELIHU'S SOLEMN WARNING (Job 36:18 ) 
We must bring this message shortly to a close, but we cannot do so until we emphasize Elihu's three solemn warnings which he gave to Job. 

1. "Beware lest." "Beware lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." Elihu longed for Job to get into the place of victory, before God might take him away, Elihu taught that after death God's great Ransom could not deliver. He who repents must repent in life, and never after death. The work of the Cross is effective by faith only among men who are yet in the flesh. 

Let every one, therefore, beware lest God speak the word, "Cut him down: why cumbereth he the ground?" 

2. "Remember that." This is Elihu's second warning. He said, "Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold." How marvelously did Elihu give glory to God! This is the whole duty of man. 

There is a little verse in the New Testament that says: "Remember Jesus Christ." People today are in danger of forgetting God, and of forgetting His Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The world needs a renewed vision of God, and a new love for and trust in God. 

3. "Behold, God." The verse in full reads: "Behold, God is great, and we know Him not, neither can the number of His years be searched out." The balance of Elihu's speech, finishing the thirty-sixth and through the thirty-seventh chapter, is given to glorifying God, and to magnifying His greatness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us know, with the faith of Elihu, that we have a Ransom. Let us not trust "Rotten Ships." 

Much has been said and written about rotten ships, and what a sad piece of iniquity it is for any, just for the sake of present gain, to attempt to trifle with human life, in sending men in ships that ought to have been broken up long years ago. Old unseaworthy hulks patched up and painted, then freighted with precious life, all sacrificed for the cupidity and covetousness of the owners, how the world reprobates such conduct, and cries out against it. 

Would that all equally condemned the attempts to sail to Heaven in the rotten hulks of man's providing. 

When we try to gain everlasting life by anything that we do, say, or promise, ignoring the new and living way, what is it but sailing in a rotten ship that must founder. When we boast ourselves of our morality, sincerity, good deeds and intentions, ignoring the work and Person of Jesus the Saviour, what is it but a fair coat of bright paint that covers a worm-eaten, rotten ship, that will not stand one breath of God's judgment. When we weary ourselves with the performance of outward forms and ceremonies of religion, and try to satisfy the conscience with acts of devotion and contrition, rejecting the work of Christ , who hath "by Himself purged our sins," what is it but building again what God has destroyed, and embarking in that which will never reach the shore. 

God condemned all these ways four thousand years ago, providing an "Ark," even Christ Jesus, for the saving of the soul the sinner's refuge and way of escape. And what He said unto Noah, He says to you, "Come thou, and all thy house, into the Ark." Unknown. 

Verses 18-33
God's Method of Grace 
Job 33:18-33 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In our Scripture today Elihu is addressing Job, and his three supposed friends. Elihu had listened to the speeches of Bildad, Zophar, and Eliphaz. He had also heard Job's speeches, or responses, to these men. 

As Elihu listened his spirit was deeply moved because he saw that Job's friends had utterly missed the mark of the Divine purpose and plan, and that Job, also, had sought, in the face of their onslaught, to justify himself. Elihu is now speaking, and setting forth God's purpose of grace toward those who sin, and God's effort in their behalf. 

1. How God seeks to withdraw man from his sins. Job 33:18 says, "He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." In order to do this Elihu says that God speaks unto a man in a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men. It is then Elihu contends that God openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction. 

Another method, according to Elihu, is God's chastening hand. Elihu said that the sinner "is chastened also with pain upon his bed." It is then "that his life abhorreth bread," and "his flesh is consumed away," and his bones stick out, while "his soul draweth near unto the grave." 

2. God's graciousness described. Elihu said, "He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a Ransom." In these words Elihu is magnifying grace upon the basis of a Ransom. Of course, Jesus Christ is the Ransom. It is upon this basis, according to Elihu, that men who confess their sins are delivered from the pit, and they see the light. 

"All these things," said Elihu, "worketh God oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the living." From this speech of Elihu we wish to draw many lessons today endeavoring in all to magnify the grace of God. We desire to establish the fact that God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that He would that every one might repent and believe, and be saved. 

There must, however, be a basis upon which the grace of God can act. God may give unto man abundant warnings and tremendous calls: God may, also, prepare the ransom, and make possible a full salvation, and yet a man must say, " I have sinned, and perverted that which was right." 

It is not our purpose to discuss today the human side of redemption which is summed up in one word, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." We are looking at the question of redemption altogether from the viewpoint of grace. Grace was manifested through Jesus, God's Son, whom He sent into the world to be our Redeemer. God thus passed our way and spoke deliverance. 

I. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST THERE IS IN MAN (John 3:7 ) 
1. Job, a model among men. When the Lord spoke to Satan about Job He said, "Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?" God, who is the judge of hearts, and who reads man's innermost being, pronounced Job as superior to all other men upon the earth. He said there was none like him. This, all being true, did not make Job worthy in himself, or acceptable unto the Lord. 

Before God was through dealing with Job, Job in shame confessed his sins, saying, "Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer Thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth." When God spoke of Job's righteousness, He was speaking of him by way of comparison with other men. It was in measuring himself by others, Job stood perfect and upright both in his attitude toward God, and toward men. 

2. Nicodemus a model among the Jews. We read of Nicodemus that he was a ruler of the Jews. That he was a model, we have no doubt. The Bible history of Nicodemus proves that. He was a teacher of the Law, and he believed in the Prophets. He had an open mind, and sought after truth. So far as the Law of Moses was concerned, he stood unimpeached. Yet to this good and great man the Lord Jesus said, "Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again." 

3. Saul of Tarsus. He was a young man who was a model among other young men. The fact is that above many of his own equals he stood out both religiously and morally as a leader. He, himself, acknowledged that if anyone had confidence in the flesh, he might the more have confidence. 

He had been circumcised the eighth day. He was of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews. As touching the Law he was a Pharisee. He was very zealous for the faith, persecuting the Church. As regarding the righteousness which is in the Law he said he was blameless. 

This same young man, however, after Grace had found him, and he had seen the Lord, found out that he was chief of sinners, and admitted his need of salvation. 

II. MAN'S BEST IS SHORT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS (Romans 3:23 ) 
We have pictured before us one Old Testament and two New Testament characters. All three were in need of redemption. Why is this? It is simply because, according to our key-text, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." We are willing to admit that all have not sinned equally. Some are greater sinners than others, but all are sinners. 

Man, comparing himself among men, may find himself above his fellows, but all men are short of the demands of a righteous God. Let us stop just for a moment, and look at God. 

The Bible tells us that the cherubim rest not day and night saying, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty." Think you that any man can come into that Shekinah, glory, and into that holiness of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, without fear? 

Men may lift up their heads in the faces of other men, as Job lifted up his head, as Saul of Tarsus, or as Nicodemus lifted up their heads. Yet, all men must bend the knee and droop the head when they come into the presence of Jesus Christ. 

When Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up, and heard the seraphim saying, "Holy, Holy, Holy," he cried out, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts." 

"There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not." 

III. GOD'S STANDARD OF FELLOWSHIP (1 Timothy 6:16 ) 
Do you think for one moment that God could admit into His presence the unclean? There was a Pharisee who stood praying to himself. Near the Pharisee stood a publican who would not so much as lift up his face unto Heaven, but beating his breast, he cried, "God be merciful to me a sinner." 

The Pharisee, to the contrary, said, "God, I thank Thee, that I am not as other men are." And then, with, perhaps, a wave of his hand toward the publican, he concluded, "or even as this publican." 

Which of these two, think you, had access to God? Certainly not the Pharisee who was righteous in his own estimation. Neither the one nor the other could have come into the presence of the Almighty upon his own merits. The publican had entrance because he approached on the basis of mercy. The Pharisee was refused entrance because he approached on the basis of his own righteousness. 

Think you, then, that anyone can ruthlessly rush into the presence of God? Not so. The Bible says that the unclean shall in no way enter into His city, neither anything that maketh an abomination, or a lie. 

God is holy, and He cannot welcome into His presence the unholy. God is pure, and He cannot receive the impure. Our text says that He dwells in light unapproachable, "which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see." A sinner is forever shut out of the presence of God. 

IV. GOD'S ATTITUDE TO A FAILURE (Revelation 21:8 ) 
The people of the earth set up standards, and exclude anyone who falls beneath their regulations. The State itself has jails and penitentiaries where it places those who fall beneath the standards of accepted national integrity. 

What does an artist do with a picture that is a failure? He casts it aside. He cannot hang in the gallery, with his choice achievements, a painting which falls beneath the best quality of his workmanship. 

What does the mechanic do with any device which he may make which proves to be a failure when it is tested and applied? He throws it aside. 

What does the poet do if he has written a sonnet whose meter is broken; a sonnet which fails in every law which covers the sonnet? Will he for one moment consider sending it out as a work of his brain? Not if he is a real poet. 

As you travel along the road, how many old automobiles may be seen in junk piles! 

What did God do when man proved a failure? God entered the Garden of Eden and drove man out of the Garden, and out of His presence. What is the message of the flood? It is a message of God's attitude toward a world that had fallen into sin and shame. 

Why is Israel today scattered among every nation of the earth? It is because Israel failed God, and blasphemed His holy and righteous Name. 

This is God's attitude toward a failure. 

V. GOD'S CREATION NOT A MACHINE (Genesis 1:26 ) 
The artist works with his fingers. The poet works with his brain. When God created man, He created him in His own image. This is the expression of our key-text: "Let us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea," etc. Then we read, "So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them." 

We are mentioning this for one particular reason. Some of the young people will naturally say, "Are you teaching that God created something that was imperfect, the same as an artist, a mechanic, or a poet may work something beneath the standard of his own genius?" No, we are not teaching this. 

God's creation of man was not a mere machine, nor anything mechanical. God created man in His own image. He gave him a will, power to choose, intelligence of the keenest kind. His work was perfect. God, Himself, had no part in the fall of man. Man cast out of the Garden showed man's power to mar himself. He was not created in sin. 

The picture the artist threw away was one in which man had blundered. The man which God cast aside, was a man who had power invested in himself to spoil himself. Some one immediately asks, "Why did God create a man who could sin?" "Did God know he would sin, before He created him? Did He know of all the tears that would be shed, before they were shed? Did He not hear all the groans and the sighs of the earth before their plaintive wail sounded forth?" Yes, God knew it all, yet God created man. 

VI. GOD TO THE RESCUE (Jeremiah 18:4 ) 
The artist with the spoiled picture would reclaim the picture if possible. The mechanic and the poet would reclaim their work if they could. Think you that when God created man, and created him knowing that he would sin, that He did not also create him knowing that He could rescue him from his sin? 

Our key-text tells us the story of the potter who made a vessel on the wheel, and it was marred, so he made it again; made it a vessel unto honor; made it as it seemed good in his sight. Thus, when God created Adam and Eve, He knew that His creative work would corrupt itself. He knew, also, that He would immediately announce the way of redemption. 

This is exactly what God did in the Garden of Eden. He announced that the Seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head. God's plan of redemption has been proclaimed to men from the Garden experience until this hour. The last thing Christ did before He went into Heaven was to tell the disciples that they should receive power, and that they should be witnesses unto Him until the end of the earth. His command was that the Gospel should be preached to every creature. 

We wish to tarry just long enough to tell the young people that God made man with the possibility of sinning, and knowing that he would sin. Through man's sinning, God would not only achieve honor, glory, and lasting praise in Jesus Christ, but man, himself, through his second birth would be lifted up far beyond anything that man was in his sins. 

VII. GOD'S REDEMPTIVE PLAN (Galatians 4:4 ) 
As we think of man's sin, and of his expulsion from the Garden, and as we consider God's desire to go to the rescue and make man over again, we become immediately interested in God's method of redemption. The whole plan comes under three outstanding words: love, mercy, and grace. We put grace last, because grace is the capstone of it all. Just now we cannot discuss the meaning of grace. Our study head carries the word grace in it. The whole discussion of today has been of grace, and now we have come to the climax of it all. 

We ask you to go with us to Bethlehem. Let us stand together by the manger in which the Infant Jesus lay. As we stand there, we can almost hear the angel's words to Mary when he announced that Christ should be born. The angel said, "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus": for "He shall save His people from their sins." 

Thus, as we stand together at the manger, we bow the knee to worship, for lying there on the hay is God incarnate; God incarnate for a purpose. He had taken upon Himself flesh, bones, and blood, that He might have blood to shed. He came, announced as a Saviour. Was ever a redemptive plan purposed by an artist, a mechanic, or a poet, that could compare with God's redemptive plan? There was no other way by which God could go to the rescue than through the Bable of Bethlehem. 

We pass from the cradle to the city of Nazareth, and from Nazareth to the earth ministry of Christ. We see the Son of God as One who knew no sin, who did no sin, and in whom there was no sin. 

Jesus Christ, as the Teacher, stands before us speaking the words of the Father. 

Jesus Christ, as the Workman, is revealed to us as the One who did the work of the Father. 

Jesus Christ in His Deity stands before us doing the will of the Father. 

It was such an One who was a possible Saviour. 

We ask you now to go with us to the Cross of Calvary. Here you see the same Jesus who lay in the manger, the same Christ who wrought miracles, and spoke forth the Words of God. You see Him hanging upon the Cross, and dying, the Just for the unjust. We see Him as He cries from the Cross, "It is finished," and as He commends His spirit to God. He is about to descend into hell, and from thence to return to the Father. 

Mark you, man's redemption, so far as the Divine side is concerned, and so far as the grace of God is concerned, is a completed task. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
GRACE, FREE 

When Clara Barton was engaged in the Red Cross work in Cuba, during the Spanish-American War, ex-President Roosevelt (then Colonel Roosevelt) came to her desiring to buy some delicacies for the sick and wounded men under his command. His request was refused. Roosevelt was troubled; he loved his men, and was ready to pay for the supplies out of his own pocket. "How can I get these things?" he said: "I must have proper food for my sick men." "Just ask for them, Colonel," said the surgeon in charge of the Red Cross headquarters. "Oh," said Roosevelt, his face breaking into a smile, "then I do ask for them." And he got them at once; but you notice that he got them through grace, and not through purchase. If men could buy the grace of a quiet conscience and a restful heart, how the millionaires would vie with each other at such an auction; but no one can have this chain of Heaven's gold except by the free grace of God, which is offered to us every one. Onward. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-37
High Altitudes in Elihu's Answer to Job 
Job 32:1-22 , Job 33:1-33 , Job 34:1-37 , Job 35:1-16 , Job 36:1-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We now come to that part of the Book of Job which presents a most remarkable message spoken by a young man of spiritual integrity. Elihu had evidently been listening to the words of Job, and of his three friends. His spirit had waxed hot within him as he listened; and yet he did not deign to make a reply until the three men utterly collapsed in their arguments and expletives against Job. 

1. Men who speak for God should be taught of God. Elihu said, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom." However, Elihu understood. "Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment." This is a message that all young people need to ponder. Men of years are not necessarily men who know God. One may be ever so well versed in human knowledge, and ever so brilliant in all things which pertain to psychical understanding, and yet, be altogether ignorant of the things of God. Here is the way Elihu put it: "There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:8 ). 

We need this inspiration from on high this gift of God. Daniel possessed Divine wisdom. How else could he have told the things of God and particularly those things which are being fulfilled in our own day. 

2. Men who speak for God should realize that they stand in God's stead. Elihu approached Job, not with a message of his own; neither did he come in his own name. Mark his words: "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." 

Job had desired to meet God, and lay his case before the Almighty. Elihu now tells Job that he is there in God's stead. He feels that he can bring God's message, because he was taught of God. Elihu's claim may, at the first, seem like presumption. How can a man stand in God's stead? We must stop and consider these words. Let us examine a Scripture to be found in 2 Corinthians 5:20 . "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The Spirit-sent believer holds a very vital relation to God in his delivery of a God-sent message. The Lord even says of Him, "He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." 

The authority of one who preaches the true Word of God is as high Heaven. There is an abiding sense of responsibility in all of this; and it lies with tremendous weight upon every one sent of God. If we are in God's stead, we must speak the words of God. If we are in God's stead, we must work the works of God. 

3. Men who speak for God should express the compassion of God. Elihu said: "My terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee" (Job 33:7 ). "For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would soon take me away." 

We have then a twofold obligation: first, we must speak with all love; and yet, secondly, we must speak with all honesty and not with beguiling words, with which we would seek to please men. We may sum up our duty in this: "Speaking the truth in love." 

Job's three friends had shown anything but the tender compassion of God. They had maligned Job, and criticised him, had continually charged him with wickedness, of which he knew he was not guilty. They expressed no Godlike sympathy, as they should have done. 

Christ spoke bitter words of denunciation against the religious hypocrites of His day, but He spoke them with a heart of yearning. The darkest anathemas He ever uttered are recorded in Matthew twenty-three. Mark, therefore, how He closed His solemn series of terrific "woes." Here are His closing words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!" Let us speak the truth in love. 

I. HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF (Job 33:14-17 ) 
1. God speaks in dreams. Not for a moment would Elihu suggest that all dreams are from God. However, it is often true that in the daytime God has but little opportunity to get in a word with those to whom He would give some warning. Thus, in the hours of the night, God does speak in "a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep faileth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed." 

Where is the individual who has not felt that he had, at some time in his life, some real message from God as he lay sleeping? And yet, we would give a warning that Elihu did not give. We believe that we need to be so in touch with the Lord, and in such fellowship with the Spirit that we will seek by day, and not when asleep at night, the will of God, and His message for our souls. 

We need, moreover, to be so filled with His Word that we will receive many revelations from God in the Scriptures that come to our remembrances in special hours of need. If we will walk with God in full yieldedness to Him, it will not be difficult to find out what He has to say to us. 

2. God's purpose in speaking to us. This is the way Elihu put it: 

(1) "That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man." Alas, alas, so many men are rushing headlong on their way, without ever stopping to seek, much less to know, the will of God in their lives! God has said, "It is not in a man to order his steps"; and yet, few men, comparatively, ever ask God for guidance. 

Why do we get into so many labyrinths of difficulty? It is because we sought to turn every one to his own way. The very essence of sin is "my way," "my thought." What is the finale of salvation? It is to turn men back to God, as Lord and Master. It is to save us from our transgression going across the will of God. 

The supreme call of God to the redeemed soul, is this: "Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13 ). 

(2) That He may keep "back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." God does not want any of us to rush heedlessly on to our doom. He wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings. He wants to fill our lives with His good things. He has no pleasure that any man should perish. Let us, then, seek His face, and learn to trust His will. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN PAIN (Job 33:19-22 ) 
Some one has said, "Sweet are the uses of adversity." God has said, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but * * afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Back of all affliction, is the God of all grace. 

1. Then He is gracious unto him. Elihu taught that all of the chastening of God led to a manifestation of God's mercy. Man is chastened with pain upon his bed: his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat; his flesh is consumed away; his bones stick out, and his soul draweth near to the grave: then God is gracious unto him. 

Elihu is right. God does use every bitter cup that we drink, every pain that we suffer, that He may perfect, strengthen, establish, and settle us. In all of our trials, God is seeking our good. In our anguish, He is leading us to His joy; in our poverty, He is leading us into His riches; in our shame, He is leading us into His glory. 

What then should we do when afflictions befall us? We should drop our tired head over upon His arm and wait for His deliverance. He will be gracious unto us. 

2. The basis of God's graciousness. Here is a little expression found in the last clause of Job 33:24 , which is well worth weighing. The clause reads: "I have found a Ransom." 

We do not doubt but Elihu is seeking to convey the basis upon which God's grace operates. How can God be gracious unto the one who has sinned, and whom He has chastened? How can God deliver any soul from going down into the pit? All have sinned; and the wages of sin is death. 

God's deliverance is given on the basis of a Ransom. That Ransom is made in none other way than by the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who died, the Just for the unjust. He is the One who suffered for us. How truly grateful we should be because God found a basis upon which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly! 

There are some who feel that this Scripture in Job carries a wonderful message on God's physical deliverances. This is no doubt true, particularly when sickness, with its contingent pain and bitterness, is due to sin. In such a case, the sin must be disposed of before the remedy can be applied. 

Elihu, in Job 33:26 , emphasizes the place of prayer, and confession, as a basis on which God's grace, by way of His Ransom, operates. Elihu said, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and he shall see His face with joy." 

Elihu is pleading with Job to accept God's graciousness by the way of His Ransom, and by means of the prayer of confession. Where can we find a better scriptural statement than this? 

III. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS (Job 34:10-12 ) 
During Job's sickness and pain Elihu observed that Job was justifying himself. In this, Elihu contended that Job, of necessity, was condemning God. Elihu was right. To be sure, Job had been nagged on by the condemnatory words of his false friends; and besides, Job was righteous, so far as he knew. He was not guilty, as his friends asserted. However, Job should not have found fault with God. Here are the words of Elihu: "Far be it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity." 

Elihu further contended that the Almighty will not pervert judgment. As the result of Elihu's contention, he made two statements in the form of two questions. 

1. "Wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?" It is not fit for a subject to say to the King, "Thou art wicked." Nor, for the plebian to say to the prince, "Ye are ungodly." Then said Elihu, "How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?" Shall the created condemn the Creator? Shall the clay condemn the potter? 

Abraham, when he prayed to God concerning Sodom, said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Men may not always understand God's dealings, but men should always bend the knee and acknowledge God's righteousness. 

All of Job's complaints against Jehovah were due to Job's ignorance. If he had only been able to have pierced the veil, and to have heard Satan's challenge; or, if he had heard God's marvelous commendation of his righteousness, he would have felt differently about it. The trouble with Job was that he argued in the dark. 

2. Wilt thou condemn Him who is omniscient? Elihu presented before Job the fact that God knew all things. Here are Elihu's words: "For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Man may not understand God, but God knows what is in man. God may hide Himself from the wicked, but they can never hide from Him. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Since God knows the way we take, He also knows what is good for us. Elihu said, "He will not lay upon man more than right." What then shall we do? We will trust and not be afraid. If we do not know the way, we know our Guide; if we do not know the why of our sorrows and our pains, we do know that God leads the way. 

IV. GOD'S GREAT AND BENEFICENT HAND (Job 35:10-11 ) 
We now come to one of the most beautiful verses of the whole Bible. They are words spoken by Elihu. "But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night" (Job 35:10 ). Elihu is intimating that Job should have been singing, instead of sighing. Some may now desire to take Job's part. They may feel that if God sends tribulation, it is right and proper for saints to tribulate. With this, Elihu would not agree. 

It was just here that Job, as a type of Christ, broke down. We have shown in a former study how the cries of Job, in the hour of his anguish, paralleled those of Christ as He went to the Cross. We have also shown how the treatment which Job received paralleled the treatment which Christ received. We now wish to observe, not the parallelism, but the contrast. 

As Job faced his suffering, and drank the bitterness of his cup, he caught every now and then, through faith, a vision of ultimate victory; yet, Job continually bewailed his estate. Job wished to die. Job even condemned God, and continually bemoaned his lot. 

Jesus Christ, on the contrary, as He faced the hour of His travail, faced it with joy. On the night of His betrayal, Christ uttered such words as these: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, as the bitter cup was pressed to the lips of the Master, Christ said, "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

There never was a moment that the Lord Jesus complained; there was never a moment that He doubted. Our Lord was a nightingale, singing in the midnight hour of His travail. We read that after He had taken the bread and had broken it, saying, "This is My body"; and that after He had taken the cup, and had poured it forth, saying, "This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many"; that afterward, " when they had SUNG AN HYMN, they went out." 
Thus, the Lord sang songs in the night. Is it possible for us to sing, as He sang? It was possible for Paul and Silas, for they sang at Philippi with their feet in the stocks, as they lay in the Roman jail. 

V. ELIHU'S SOLEMN WARNING (Job 36:18 ) 
We must bring this message shortly to a close, but we cannot do so until we emphasize Elihu's three solemn warnings which he gave to Job. 

1. "Beware lest." "Beware lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." Elihu longed for Job to get into the place of victory, before God might take him away, Elihu taught that after death God's great Ransom could not deliver. He who repents must repent in life, and never after death. The work of the Cross is effective by faith only among men who are yet in the flesh. 

Let every one, therefore, beware lest God speak the word, "Cut him down: why cumbereth he the ground?" 

2. "Remember that." This is Elihu's second warning. He said, "Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold." How marvelously did Elihu give glory to God! This is the whole duty of man. 

There is a little verse in the New Testament that says: "Remember Jesus Christ." People today are in danger of forgetting God, and of forgetting His Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The world needs a renewed vision of God, and a new love for and trust in God. 

3. "Behold, God." The verse in full reads: "Behold, God is great, and we know Him not, neither can the number of His years be searched out." The balance of Elihu's speech, finishing the thirty-sixth and through the thirty-seventh chapter, is given to glorifying God, and to magnifying His greatness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us know, with the faith of Elihu, that we have a Ransom. Let us not trust "Rotten Ships." 

Much has been said and written about rotten ships, and what a sad piece of iniquity it is for any, just for the sake of present gain, to attempt to trifle with human life, in sending men in ships that ought to have been broken up long years ago. Old unseaworthy hulks patched up and painted, then freighted with precious life, all sacrificed for the cupidity and covetousness of the owners, how the world reprobates such conduct, and cries out against it. 

Would that all equally condemned the attempts to sail to Heaven in the rotten hulks of man's providing. 

When we try to gain everlasting life by anything that we do, say, or promise, ignoring the new and living way, what is it but sailing in a rotten ship that must founder. When we boast ourselves of our morality, sincerity, good deeds and intentions, ignoring the work and Person of Jesus the Saviour, what is it but a fair coat of bright paint that covers a worm-eaten, rotten ship, that will not stand one breath of God's judgment. When we weary ourselves with the performance of outward forms and ceremonies of religion, and try to satisfy the conscience with acts of devotion and contrition, rejecting the work of Christ , who hath "by Himself purged our sins," what is it but building again what God has destroyed, and embarking in that which will never reach the shore. 

God condemned all these ways four thousand years ago, providing an "Ark," even Christ Jesus, for the saving of the soul the sinner's refuge and way of escape. And what He said unto Noah, He says to you, "Come thou, and all thy house, into the Ark." Unknown. 

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-16
High Altitudes in Elihu's Answer to Job 
Job 32:1-22 , Job 33:1-33 , Job 34:1-37 , Job 35:1-16 , Job 36:1-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We now come to that part of the Book of Job which presents a most remarkable message spoken by a young man of spiritual integrity. Elihu had evidently been listening to the words of Job, and of his three friends. His spirit had waxed hot within him as he listened; and yet he did not deign to make a reply until the three men utterly collapsed in their arguments and expletives against Job. 

1. Men who speak for God should be taught of God. Elihu said, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom." However, Elihu understood. "Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment." This is a message that all young people need to ponder. Men of years are not necessarily men who know God. One may be ever so well versed in human knowledge, and ever so brilliant in all things which pertain to psychical understanding, and yet, be altogether ignorant of the things of God. Here is the way Elihu put it: "There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:8 ). 

We need this inspiration from on high this gift of God. Daniel possessed Divine wisdom. How else could he have told the things of God and particularly those things which are being fulfilled in our own day. 

2. Men who speak for God should realize that they stand in God's stead. Elihu approached Job, not with a message of his own; neither did he come in his own name. Mark his words: "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." 

Job had desired to meet God, and lay his case before the Almighty. Elihu now tells Job that he is there in God's stead. He feels that he can bring God's message, because he was taught of God. Elihu's claim may, at the first, seem like presumption. How can a man stand in God's stead? We must stop and consider these words. Let us examine a Scripture to be found in 2 Corinthians 5:20 . "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The Spirit-sent believer holds a very vital relation to God in his delivery of a God-sent message. The Lord even says of Him, "He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." 

The authority of one who preaches the true Word of God is as high Heaven. There is an abiding sense of responsibility in all of this; and it lies with tremendous weight upon every one sent of God. If we are in God's stead, we must speak the words of God. If we are in God's stead, we must work the works of God. 

3. Men who speak for God should express the compassion of God. Elihu said: "My terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee" (Job 33:7 ). "For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would soon take me away." 

We have then a twofold obligation: first, we must speak with all love; and yet, secondly, we must speak with all honesty and not with beguiling words, with which we would seek to please men. We may sum up our duty in this: "Speaking the truth in love." 

Job's three friends had shown anything but the tender compassion of God. They had maligned Job, and criticised him, had continually charged him with wickedness, of which he knew he was not guilty. They expressed no Godlike sympathy, as they should have done. 

Christ spoke bitter words of denunciation against the religious hypocrites of His day, but He spoke them with a heart of yearning. The darkest anathemas He ever uttered are recorded in Matthew twenty-three. Mark, therefore, how He closed His solemn series of terrific "woes." Here are His closing words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!" Let us speak the truth in love. 

I. HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF (Job 33:14-17 ) 
1. God speaks in dreams. Not for a moment would Elihu suggest that all dreams are from God. However, it is often true that in the daytime God has but little opportunity to get in a word with those to whom He would give some warning. Thus, in the hours of the night, God does speak in "a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep faileth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed." 

Where is the individual who has not felt that he had, at some time in his life, some real message from God as he lay sleeping? And yet, we would give a warning that Elihu did not give. We believe that we need to be so in touch with the Lord, and in such fellowship with the Spirit that we will seek by day, and not when asleep at night, the will of God, and His message for our souls. 

We need, moreover, to be so filled with His Word that we will receive many revelations from God in the Scriptures that come to our remembrances in special hours of need. If we will walk with God in full yieldedness to Him, it will not be difficult to find out what He has to say to us. 

2. God's purpose in speaking to us. This is the way Elihu put it: 

(1) "That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man." Alas, alas, so many men are rushing headlong on their way, without ever stopping to seek, much less to know, the will of God in their lives! God has said, "It is not in a man to order his steps"; and yet, few men, comparatively, ever ask God for guidance. 

Why do we get into so many labyrinths of difficulty? It is because we sought to turn every one to his own way. The very essence of sin is "my way," "my thought." What is the finale of salvation? It is to turn men back to God, as Lord and Master. It is to save us from our transgression going across the will of God. 

The supreme call of God to the redeemed soul, is this: "Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13 ). 

(2) That He may keep "back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." God does not want any of us to rush heedlessly on to our doom. He wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings. He wants to fill our lives with His good things. He has no pleasure that any man should perish. Let us, then, seek His face, and learn to trust His will. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN PAIN (Job 33:19-22 ) 
Some one has said, "Sweet are the uses of adversity." God has said, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but * * afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Back of all affliction, is the God of all grace. 

1. Then He is gracious unto him. Elihu taught that all of the chastening of God led to a manifestation of God's mercy. Man is chastened with pain upon his bed: his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat; his flesh is consumed away; his bones stick out, and his soul draweth near to the grave: then God is gracious unto him. 

Elihu is right. God does use every bitter cup that we drink, every pain that we suffer, that He may perfect, strengthen, establish, and settle us. In all of our trials, God is seeking our good. In our anguish, He is leading us to His joy; in our poverty, He is leading us into His riches; in our shame, He is leading us into His glory. 

What then should we do when afflictions befall us? We should drop our tired head over upon His arm and wait for His deliverance. He will be gracious unto us. 

2. The basis of God's graciousness. Here is a little expression found in the last clause of Job 33:24 , which is well worth weighing. The clause reads: "I have found a Ransom." 

We do not doubt but Elihu is seeking to convey the basis upon which God's grace operates. How can God be gracious unto the one who has sinned, and whom He has chastened? How can God deliver any soul from going down into the pit? All have sinned; and the wages of sin is death. 

God's deliverance is given on the basis of a Ransom. That Ransom is made in none other way than by the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who died, the Just for the unjust. He is the One who suffered for us. How truly grateful we should be because God found a basis upon which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly! 

There are some who feel that this Scripture in Job carries a wonderful message on God's physical deliverances. This is no doubt true, particularly when sickness, with its contingent pain and bitterness, is due to sin. In such a case, the sin must be disposed of before the remedy can be applied. 

Elihu, in Job 33:26 , emphasizes the place of prayer, and confession, as a basis on which God's grace, by way of His Ransom, operates. Elihu said, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and he shall see His face with joy." 

Elihu is pleading with Job to accept God's graciousness by the way of His Ransom, and by means of the prayer of confession. Where can we find a better scriptural statement than this? 

III. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS (Job 34:10-12 ) 
During Job's sickness and pain Elihu observed that Job was justifying himself. In this, Elihu contended that Job, of necessity, was condemning God. Elihu was right. To be sure, Job had been nagged on by the condemnatory words of his false friends; and besides, Job was righteous, so far as he knew. He was not guilty, as his friends asserted. However, Job should not have found fault with God. Here are the words of Elihu: "Far be it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity." 

Elihu further contended that the Almighty will not pervert judgment. As the result of Elihu's contention, he made two statements in the form of two questions. 

1. "Wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?" It is not fit for a subject to say to the King, "Thou art wicked." Nor, for the plebian to say to the prince, "Ye are ungodly." Then said Elihu, "How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?" Shall the created condemn the Creator? Shall the clay condemn the potter? 

Abraham, when he prayed to God concerning Sodom, said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Men may not always understand God's dealings, but men should always bend the knee and acknowledge God's righteousness. 

All of Job's complaints against Jehovah were due to Job's ignorance. If he had only been able to have pierced the veil, and to have heard Satan's challenge; or, if he had heard God's marvelous commendation of his righteousness, he would have felt differently about it. The trouble with Job was that he argued in the dark. 

2. Wilt thou condemn Him who is omniscient? Elihu presented before Job the fact that God knew all things. Here are Elihu's words: "For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Man may not understand God, but God knows what is in man. God may hide Himself from the wicked, but they can never hide from Him. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Since God knows the way we take, He also knows what is good for us. Elihu said, "He will not lay upon man more than right." What then shall we do? We will trust and not be afraid. If we do not know the way, we know our Guide; if we do not know the why of our sorrows and our pains, we do know that God leads the way. 

IV. GOD'S GREAT AND BENEFICENT HAND (Job 35:10-11 ) 
We now come to one of the most beautiful verses of the whole Bible. They are words spoken by Elihu. "But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night" (Job 35:10 ). Elihu is intimating that Job should have been singing, instead of sighing. Some may now desire to take Job's part. They may feel that if God sends tribulation, it is right and proper for saints to tribulate. With this, Elihu would not agree. 

It was just here that Job, as a type of Christ, broke down. We have shown in a former study how the cries of Job, in the hour of his anguish, paralleled those of Christ as He went to the Cross. We have also shown how the treatment which Job received paralleled the treatment which Christ received. We now wish to observe, not the parallelism, but the contrast. 

As Job faced his suffering, and drank the bitterness of his cup, he caught every now and then, through faith, a vision of ultimate victory; yet, Job continually bewailed his estate. Job wished to die. Job even condemned God, and continually bemoaned his lot. 

Jesus Christ, on the contrary, as He faced the hour of His travail, faced it with joy. On the night of His betrayal, Christ uttered such words as these: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, as the bitter cup was pressed to the lips of the Master, Christ said, "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

There never was a moment that the Lord Jesus complained; there was never a moment that He doubted. Our Lord was a nightingale, singing in the midnight hour of His travail. We read that after He had taken the bread and had broken it, saying, "This is My body"; and that after He had taken the cup, and had poured it forth, saying, "This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many"; that afterward, " when they had SUNG AN HYMN, they went out." 
Thus, the Lord sang songs in the night. Is it possible for us to sing, as He sang? It was possible for Paul and Silas, for they sang at Philippi with their feet in the stocks, as they lay in the Roman jail. 

V. ELIHU'S SOLEMN WARNING (Job 36:18 ) 
We must bring this message shortly to a close, but we cannot do so until we emphasize Elihu's three solemn warnings which he gave to Job. 

1. "Beware lest." "Beware lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." Elihu longed for Job to get into the place of victory, before God might take him away, Elihu taught that after death God's great Ransom could not deliver. He who repents must repent in life, and never after death. The work of the Cross is effective by faith only among men who are yet in the flesh. 

Let every one, therefore, beware lest God speak the word, "Cut him down: why cumbereth he the ground?" 

2. "Remember that." This is Elihu's second warning. He said, "Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold." How marvelously did Elihu give glory to God! This is the whole duty of man. 

There is a little verse in the New Testament that says: "Remember Jesus Christ." People today are in danger of forgetting God, and of forgetting His Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The world needs a renewed vision of God, and a new love for and trust in God. 

3. "Behold, God." The verse in full reads: "Behold, God is great, and we know Him not, neither can the number of His years be searched out." The balance of Elihu's speech, finishing the thirty-sixth and through the thirty-seventh chapter, is given to glorifying God, and to magnifying His greatness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us know, with the faith of Elihu, that we have a Ransom. Let us not trust "Rotten Ships." 

Much has been said and written about rotten ships, and what a sad piece of iniquity it is for any, just for the sake of present gain, to attempt to trifle with human life, in sending men in ships that ought to have been broken up long years ago. Old unseaworthy hulks patched up and painted, then freighted with precious life, all sacrificed for the cupidity and covetousness of the owners, how the world reprobates such conduct, and cries out against it. 

Would that all equally condemned the attempts to sail to Heaven in the rotten hulks of man's providing. 

When we try to gain everlasting life by anything that we do, say, or promise, ignoring the new and living way, what is it but sailing in a rotten ship that must founder. When we boast ourselves of our morality, sincerity, good deeds and intentions, ignoring the work and Person of Jesus the Saviour, what is it but a fair coat of bright paint that covers a worm-eaten, rotten ship, that will not stand one breath of God's judgment. When we weary ourselves with the performance of outward forms and ceremonies of religion, and try to satisfy the conscience with acts of devotion and contrition, rejecting the work of Christ , who hath "by Himself purged our sins," what is it but building again what God has destroyed, and embarking in that which will never reach the shore. 

God condemned all these ways four thousand years ago, providing an "Ark," even Christ Jesus, for the saving of the soul the sinner's refuge and way of escape. And what He said unto Noah, He says to you, "Come thou, and all thy house, into the Ark." Unknown. 

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-33
High Altitudes in Elihu's Answer to Job 
Job 32:1-22 , Job 33:1-33 , Job 34:1-37 , Job 35:1-16 , Job 36:1-33 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We now come to that part of the Book of Job which presents a most remarkable message spoken by a young man of spiritual integrity. Elihu had evidently been listening to the words of Job, and of his three friends. His spirit had waxed hot within him as he listened; and yet he did not deign to make a reply until the three men utterly collapsed in their arguments and expletives against Job. 

1. Men who speak for God should be taught of God. Elihu said, "Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom." However, Elihu understood. "Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment." This is a message that all young people need to ponder. Men of years are not necessarily men who know God. One may be ever so well versed in human knowledge, and ever so brilliant in all things which pertain to psychical understanding, and yet, be altogether ignorant of the things of God. Here is the way Elihu put it: "There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding" (Job 32:8 ). 

We need this inspiration from on high this gift of God. Daniel possessed Divine wisdom. How else could he have told the things of God and particularly those things which are being fulfilled in our own day. 

2. Men who speak for God should realize that they stand in God's stead. Elihu approached Job, not with a message of his own; neither did he come in his own name. Mark his words: "Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." 

Job had desired to meet God, and lay his case before the Almighty. Elihu now tells Job that he is there in God's stead. He feels that he can bring God's message, because he was taught of God. Elihu's claim may, at the first, seem like presumption. How can a man stand in God's stead? We must stop and consider these words. Let us examine a Scripture to be found in 2 Corinthians 5:20 . "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The Spirit-sent believer holds a very vital relation to God in his delivery of a God-sent message. The Lord even says of Him, "He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." 

The authority of one who preaches the true Word of God is as high Heaven. There is an abiding sense of responsibility in all of this; and it lies with tremendous weight upon every one sent of God. If we are in God's stead, we must speak the words of God. If we are in God's stead, we must work the works of God. 

3. Men who speak for God should express the compassion of God. Elihu said: "My terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee" (Job 33:7 ). "For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would soon take me away." 

We have then a twofold obligation: first, we must speak with all love; and yet, secondly, we must speak with all honesty and not with beguiling words, with which we would seek to please men. We may sum up our duty in this: "Speaking the truth in love." 

Job's three friends had shown anything but the tender compassion of God. They had maligned Job, and criticised him, had continually charged him with wickedness, of which he knew he was not guilty. They expressed no Godlike sympathy, as they should have done. 

Christ spoke bitter words of denunciation against the religious hypocrites of His day, but He spoke them with a heart of yearning. The darkest anathemas He ever uttered are recorded in Matthew twenty-three. Mark, therefore, how He closed His solemn series of terrific "woes." Here are His closing words: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, * * how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!" Let us speak the truth in love. 

I. HOW GOD REVEALS HIMSELF (Job 33:14-17 ) 
1. God speaks in dreams. Not for a moment would Elihu suggest that all dreams are from God. However, it is often true that in the daytime God has but little opportunity to get in a word with those to whom He would give some warning. Thus, in the hours of the night, God does speak in "a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep faileth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed." 

Where is the individual who has not felt that he had, at some time in his life, some real message from God as he lay sleeping? And yet, we would give a warning that Elihu did not give. We believe that we need to be so in touch with the Lord, and in such fellowship with the Spirit that we will seek by day, and not when asleep at night, the will of God, and His message for our souls. 

We need, moreover, to be so filled with His Word that we will receive many revelations from God in the Scriptures that come to our remembrances in special hours of need. If we will walk with God in full yieldedness to Him, it will not be difficult to find out what He has to say to us. 

2. God's purpose in speaking to us. This is the way Elihu put it: 

(1) "That He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man." Alas, alas, so many men are rushing headlong on their way, without ever stopping to seek, much less to know, the will of God in their lives! God has said, "It is not in a man to order his steps"; and yet, few men, comparatively, ever ask God for guidance. 

Why do we get into so many labyrinths of difficulty? It is because we sought to turn every one to his own way. The very essence of sin is "my way," "my thought." What is the finale of salvation? It is to turn men back to God, as Lord and Master. It is to save us from our transgression going across the will of God. 

The supreme call of God to the redeemed soul, is this: "Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13 ). 

(2) That He may keep "back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by the sword." God does not want any of us to rush heedlessly on to our doom. He wants to bless us with all spiritual blessings. He wants to fill our lives with His good things. He has no pleasure that any man should perish. Let us, then, seek His face, and learn to trust His will. 

II. GOD'S PURPOSE IN PAIN (Job 33:19-22 ) 
Some one has said, "Sweet are the uses of adversity." God has said, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but * * afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Back of all affliction, is the God of all grace. 

1. Then He is gracious unto him. Elihu taught that all of the chastening of God led to a manifestation of God's mercy. Man is chastened with pain upon his bed: his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat; his flesh is consumed away; his bones stick out, and his soul draweth near to the grave: then God is gracious unto him. 

Elihu is right. God does use every bitter cup that we drink, every pain that we suffer, that He may perfect, strengthen, establish, and settle us. In all of our trials, God is seeking our good. In our anguish, He is leading us to His joy; in our poverty, He is leading us into His riches; in our shame, He is leading us into His glory. 

What then should we do when afflictions befall us? We should drop our tired head over upon His arm and wait for His deliverance. He will be gracious unto us. 

2. The basis of God's graciousness. Here is a little expression found in the last clause of Job 33:24 , which is well worth weighing. The clause reads: "I have found a Ransom." 

We do not doubt but Elihu is seeking to convey the basis upon which God's grace operates. How can God be gracious unto the one who has sinned, and whom He has chastened? How can God deliver any soul from going down into the pit? All have sinned; and the wages of sin is death. 

God's deliverance is given on the basis of a Ransom. That Ransom is made in none other way than by the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who died, the Just for the unjust. He is the One who suffered for us. How truly grateful we should be because God found a basis upon which He could be just, and yet justify the ungodly! 

There are some who feel that this Scripture in Job carries a wonderful message on God's physical deliverances. This is no doubt true, particularly when sickness, with its contingent pain and bitterness, is due to sin. In such a case, the sin must be disposed of before the remedy can be applied. 

Elihu, in Job 33:26 , emphasizes the place of prayer, and confession, as a basis on which God's grace, by way of His Ransom, operates. Elihu said, "He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and he shall see His face with joy." 

Elihu is pleading with Job to accept God's graciousness by the way of His Ransom, and by means of the prayer of confession. Where can we find a better scriptural statement than this? 

III. GOD'S RIGHTEOUS DEALINGS (Job 34:10-12 ) 
During Job's sickness and pain Elihu observed that Job was justifying himself. In this, Elihu contended that Job, of necessity, was condemning God. Elihu was right. To be sure, Job had been nagged on by the condemnatory words of his false friends; and besides, Job was righteous, so far as he knew. He was not guilty, as his friends asserted. However, Job should not have found fault with God. Here are the words of Elihu: "Far be it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that He should commit iniquity." 

Elihu further contended that the Almighty will not pervert judgment. As the result of Elihu's contention, he made two statements in the form of two questions. 

1. "Wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?" It is not fit for a subject to say to the King, "Thou art wicked." Nor, for the plebian to say to the prince, "Ye are ungodly." Then said Elihu, "How much less to Him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?" Shall the created condemn the Creator? Shall the clay condemn the potter? 

Abraham, when he prayed to God concerning Sodom, said, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Men may not always understand God's dealings, but men should always bend the knee and acknowledge God's righteousness. 

All of Job's complaints against Jehovah were due to Job's ignorance. If he had only been able to have pierced the veil, and to have heard Satan's challenge; or, if he had heard God's marvelous commendation of his righteousness, he would have felt differently about it. The trouble with Job was that he argued in the dark. 

2. Wilt thou condemn Him who is omniscient? Elihu presented before Job the fact that God knew all things. Here are Elihu's words: "For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Man may not understand God, but God knows what is in man. God may hide Himself from the wicked, but they can never hide from Him. There is nothing that is not naked and open unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Since God knows the way we take, He also knows what is good for us. Elihu said, "He will not lay upon man more than right." What then shall we do? We will trust and not be afraid. If we do not know the way, we know our Guide; if we do not know the why of our sorrows and our pains, we do know that God leads the way. 

IV. GOD'S GREAT AND BENEFICENT HAND (Job 35:10-11 ) 
We now come to one of the most beautiful verses of the whole Bible. They are words spoken by Elihu. "But none saith, Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night" (Job 35:10 ). Elihu is intimating that Job should have been singing, instead of sighing. Some may now desire to take Job's part. They may feel that if God sends tribulation, it is right and proper for saints to tribulate. With this, Elihu would not agree. 

It was just here that Job, as a type of Christ, broke down. We have shown in a former study how the cries of Job, in the hour of his anguish, paralleled those of Christ as He went to the Cross. We have also shown how the treatment which Job received paralleled the treatment which Christ received. We now wish to observe, not the parallelism, but the contrast. 

As Job faced his suffering, and drank the bitterness of his cup, he caught every now and then, through faith, a vision of ultimate victory; yet, Job continually bewailed his estate. Job wished to die. Job even condemned God, and continually bemoaned his lot. 

Jesus Christ, on the contrary, as He faced the hour of His travail, faced it with joy. On the night of His betrayal, Christ uttered such words as these: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you." "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, as the bitter cup was pressed to the lips of the Master, Christ said, "If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

There never was a moment that the Lord Jesus complained; there was never a moment that He doubted. Our Lord was a nightingale, singing in the midnight hour of His travail. We read that after He had taken the bread and had broken it, saying, "This is My body"; and that after He had taken the cup, and had poured it forth, saying, "This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many"; that afterward, " when they had SUNG AN HYMN, they went out." 
Thus, the Lord sang songs in the night. Is it possible for us to sing, as He sang? It was possible for Paul and Silas, for they sang at Philippi with their feet in the stocks, as they lay in the Roman jail. 

V. ELIHU'S SOLEMN WARNING (Job 36:18 ) 
We must bring this message shortly to a close, but we cannot do so until we emphasize Elihu's three solemn warnings which he gave to Job. 

1. "Beware lest." "Beware lest He take thee away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee." Elihu longed for Job to get into the place of victory, before God might take him away, Elihu taught that after death God's great Ransom could not deliver. He who repents must repent in life, and never after death. The work of the Cross is effective by faith only among men who are yet in the flesh. 

Let every one, therefore, beware lest God speak the word, "Cut him down: why cumbereth he the ground?" 

2. "Remember that." This is Elihu's second warning. He said, "Remember that thou magnify His work, which men behold." How marvelously did Elihu give glory to God! This is the whole duty of man. 

There is a little verse in the New Testament that says: "Remember Jesus Christ." People today are in danger of forgetting God, and of forgetting His Son our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The world needs a renewed vision of God, and a new love for and trust in God. 

3. "Behold, God." The verse in full reads: "Behold, God is great, and we know Him not, neither can the number of His years be searched out." The balance of Elihu's speech, finishing the thirty-sixth and through the thirty-seventh chapter, is given to glorifying God, and to magnifying His greatness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let us know, with the faith of Elihu, that we have a Ransom. Let us not trust "Rotten Ships." 

Much has been said and written about rotten ships, and what a sad piece of iniquity it is for any, just for the sake of present gain, to attempt to trifle with human life, in sending men in ships that ought to have been broken up long years ago. Old unseaworthy hulks patched up and painted, then freighted with precious life, all sacrificed for the cupidity and covetousness of the owners, how the world reprobates such conduct, and cries out against it. 

Would that all equally condemned the attempts to sail to Heaven in the rotten hulks of man's providing. 

When we try to gain everlasting life by anything that we do, say, or promise, ignoring the new and living way, what is it but sailing in a rotten ship that must founder. When we boast ourselves of our morality, sincerity, good deeds and intentions, ignoring the work and Person of Jesus the Saviour, what is it but a fair coat of bright paint that covers a worm-eaten, rotten ship, that will not stand one breath of God's judgment. When we weary ourselves with the performance of outward forms and ceremonies of religion, and try to satisfy the conscience with acts of devotion and contrition, rejecting the work of Christ , who hath "by Himself purged our sins," what is it but building again what God has destroyed, and embarking in that which will never reach the shore. 

God condemned all these ways four thousand years ago, providing an "Ark," even Christ Jesus, for the saving of the soul the sinner's refuge and way of escape. And what He said unto Noah, He says to you, "Come thou, and all thy house, into the Ark." Unknown. 

37 Chapter 37 

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-41
God Speaks to Job 
Job 38:1-41 to Job 42:1-17 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
God's words to Job do not carry much by way of the explanation of redemption. Job was a child of God, and well-instructed on those lines. When, however, God refers to Job's three friends, who had not spoken of God, as they should have spoken, then the Lord commands, at once, that a burnt offering of seven bullocks, and of seven rams should be made. In the first chapter of job we learn how Job, continually, offered up burnt offerings. 

As we see it, God is teaching Job to think less of himself, and more of his Lord. God wants Job to know Jehovah's greatness and power, so he may learn to trust Him implicitly, and without misgivings and fault-findings. 

It is delightful to see the immediate effect of God's speech upon Job. In this Job's true greatness and faith shines out in a wonderful way. The forty-second chapter of Job gives us Job's reaction to God's words. 

1. Job acknowledged God's power and supremacy. In verse two Job said, "I know that Thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from Thee." 

2. Job acknowledged his own nothingness and shame. Job said (Job 42:5-6 ): "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 

Thank God for the ready response which Job gave to God's correction. The man who, in the first part of the Book of Job, was acclaimed by God as "perfect and upright"; and who, in the second chapter is acclaimed as, "none like him in all the earth," is made even purer and better by reason of his sore testings and trials. The result of all this is plainly seen in this statement, "So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning" (Job 42:12 ). 

Let the result of our study of this wonderful Book of Job be the obtaining of a better knowledge of God in His own all-glorious Person; as well as a deeper trust in God in His personal care for His people. 

Christians need an unwavering trust in the Eternal and Great I Am. He who watches over the sparrow will surely watch over us. He who clothes the grass of the field will surely clothe us. 

Christians likewise need that quality of faith which will trust in Jehovah, even when there is no light in their sky. They need to know that God cares for them when they cannot see His face, the same as when He graciously manifests to them the glory and grace of His countenance. 

I. A QUESTION AS TO GOD'S ETERNITY (Job 38:4 ) 
Sometimes we have wished that those men and women who deny God's creative acts, and seek to undo the Genesis account of creation, could sit for a moment in Job's place as God thunders out question upon question to Job, in order to bring him to a realization of his own utter ignorance. 

Great men are not always wise. After all, how little do any of us mortals know of the works of the eternal God! 

What we would do, is to drive us all back to God as the One who existed before anything that is made, was made. There, in the might and power and love of His Eternity, God, the Solitary One, stood. He stood "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders." 

Where was man? He was uncreated; he had not yet appeared on the scene of human activities. "In the beginning God" these are the words to which we all must bend the knee, as we worship Jehovah. He it is who worketh all things after the counsel of His will. 

II. A QUESTION AS TO INTELLIGENCE (Job 38:16 ; Job 38:18 ) 
God proceeds to ask Job questions that quickly reveal unto Job the utter incapacity of his intellectual vision. 

Through countless labyrinths of mystic suppositions, through innumerable contradictions of scientific deductions, they have made shipwreck concerning the faith. A "thus saith investigation" (not inspiration, not revelation) may be final to the philosopher, but, let a "thus saith the Lord" remain final to a child of God. The Word of God must ever surpass man's investigation simply because it is the Word of God. With humble, worshipful mien, let us cry, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God." "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it." "How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, O God, how great is the sum of them?" 

III. A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY (Job 38:31-35 ) 
Job in chapter twenty-nine had said, "When I went out to the gate through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street! The young men saw me, and hid themselves: the aged arose, and stood up. The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth. The nobles held their peace." "Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel. Alter my words they spake not again." 

We do not wonder that Job, after God had spoken, said, "I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." At Job's presence others had done this very thing; now the sage among men confesses his utter folly of words, and he is ready to cease speaking. 

Ah, Job, thou art not the only one who speaketh words without knowledge, darkening counsel thereby. One of the signs of our own day is the prating of men, who go about speaking evil of those things which they know not; they speak great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration. God will come upon them one of these days, and convince them of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him. 

Let us all stand before God, acknowledging our ignorance and weakness. One man may say to another, "Come, and he cometh"; and he may say to another man, "Go, and he goeth"; but God can say, "Let there be light," and "there is light." He can say, "Lazarus, come forth"; and, "he that was dead came forth." 

There is a place where the authority of God alone can speak. Let vain man, then, like Job, put his hand on his mouth, and be still. 

IV. A QUESTION OR PROVISION (Job 38:39 ) 
God now comes to Job with another matter for his thought. Job had spoken of having provided for the widow and the orphan. In this Job did well. 

God, in speaking to Job, did not discount his philanthropic spirit; but God asked Job some questions which showed him how his beneficence was circumscribed. 

Thus did God show to Job His care for the animals that rove the earth, or nest in the clefts of the mountains. Job had cared for the poor who were at his steps; God had cared for the innumerable hosts of otherwise helpless beasts and birds upon which no man had ever looked. 

Did not our Lord speak of this very thing, when He said? "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet * * Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field." "Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them." 

We are reminded of that verse in Jonah wherein God said, "And should not I spare Ninevah, that great city, wherein are more than six score thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle." 
Let us acknowledge that the God of creation, the One who holds the planets in His hand, is also the One who cares for the least of His creatures. 

V. A QUESTION OF POWER (Job 40:9-10 ) 
Job had boasted his power in the gates. He had told with glowing colors of how he had been robed. Now Job sat in the dust, and wore sackcloth. He who knew so much of the plaudits of men, had become their byword, and their scorn. 

God stands before the downcast, undone man who was bemoaning the days of his former glory, and the helplessness of his present condition. God said to Job: "Wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest be righteous?" "Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like Him?" 

Then, in order to show Job his utter dependence upon Him, God said to Job, "Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty." 

We wonder if God did not permit Satan to seek Job's undoing, because God saw, in spite of Job's integrity and greatness that he was self-righteous. Of one thing we know, God taught Job his helplessness when shut off from the good hand of God. How could Job deck himself with majesty and excellency, and array himself with glory and beauty, when his body was foul with disease? God continued to ask Job to consider the power of the beasts before which men cowled in fear. God said: "Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee." "Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook?" 

God's description of these massive creatures and their mighty power was given to cause Job to sense his own weakness; and to show him that his own hand could not save him. 

VI. JOB'S CONFESSION (Job 40:4-5 ; Job 42:2-6 ) 
1. Job said, "Behold I am vile." He who had, under the maledictions of his false friends, steadfastly upheld his righteousness, now quailed before God, realizing his own overwhelming vileness and sin. 

When men compare themselves among themselves, and measure themselves by themselves they may boast their goodness. When the same men come into the presence of the holy God, they immediately abhor themselves. 

2. Job said, "I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." He also said, "I uttered that I understood not." It is so easy for men to make their boast of knowledge; but when God comes to them and opens up to them their ignorance, they can do no more than abhor themselves. 

The men of this world, who have not retained God in their knowledge, have been given over to reprobate minds. Here is the Divine picture of such men: "But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption" (2 Peter 2:12 ). Consider these words: "To convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

3. Job said, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." What a confession was this from the man of whom God said, "There is none like him in the earth." Surely none of us will ever again desire to go around parading our own goodness or greatness. Let us walk in all lowliness of mind. 

Some there are who delight to speak of their own prowess. Let us own no righteousness but His, and claim no comeliness excepting that which He has placed upon us. 

Remember that Paul said, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." 

VII. THE END OF THE LORD (James 5:11 ) 
We now come to the closing scenes of the Book of Job. We are about to behold the "end of the Lord." Why all the suffering, all the pain which befell Job? Was it to establish Job's faith and faithfulness, pursuant to Satan's challenge? No doubt. Was it to correct certain things in Job's character which demanded just such an experience as befell Job? No doubt. 

There is, however, another side to all of this. God was preparing the way for Job's enrichment and enlargement. Satan's purpose was the undoing of Job; God's purpose was the uplifting of Job. Mark "the end of the Lord." 
1. Job was restored to the place of an intercessor. The Book opens with Job making a sacrifice, and praying for his children. The Book closes with Job making a sacrifice, and praying for his three friends. 

2. Job was given twice as much as he had before. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 

3. Job's friends and kindred were restored to him, and he feasted with them in joy and gladness, while they brought to him gifts of gold and silver. 

4. Job was given seven sons and three daughters; and in all the land there were no daughters as fair as Job's. 

5. Job was given a long and useful life. So Job died, "Being old and full of years." 

Beloved, we should never judge the artist's picture while it is yet unfinished, on the easel. Sometimes we may feel deserted and forgotten of God. Sometimes the task may be heavy, and disappointments may be severe. Let us wait on the Lord and renew our hope. God will surely lead us out and lead us in out of our poverty, and into His wealth; out of our travail, and into His rest. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?" (Job 38:22 ). 

When the soft, pure flakes fall noiselessly, we instinctively shiver; they are associated in our minds only with hard frosts, leafless trees, and long wintry days; but what about the underground work, hidden roots, and bulbs covered up and kept warm till spring welcomes them? Does life look like a snowcovered plain? Do you feel icebound? Wait there are treasures there, hidden under the chilliest circumstances and surroundings; and the great Gardener will reveal them in time. Treasures of snow and hail! Not by chance do the "chills" touch our life and work. It may be that God allows them, to drive us nearer to Himself the ever-warming center of love; and also, doubtless, that, having gone through the trials ourselves, we may be able to help others afterwards by an enriched experience and sympathy. Let the rays of the Sun of Righteousness so warm your heart that He can reach and thaw other ice-bound souls through you. Laura Barter Snow. 
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Verses 1-17
God Speaks to Job 
Job 38:1-41 to Job 42:1-17 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
God's words to Job do not carry much by way of the explanation of redemption. Job was a child of God, and well-instructed on those lines. When, however, God refers to Job's three friends, who had not spoken of God, as they should have spoken, then the Lord commands, at once, that a burnt offering of seven bullocks, and of seven rams should be made. In the first chapter of job we learn how Job, continually, offered up burnt offerings. 

As we see it, God is teaching Job to think less of himself, and more of his Lord. God wants Job to know Jehovah's greatness and power, so he may learn to trust Him implicitly, and without misgivings and fault-findings. 

It is delightful to see the immediate effect of God's speech upon Job. In this Job's true greatness and faith shines out in a wonderful way. The forty-second chapter of Job gives us Job's reaction to God's words. 

1. Job acknowledged God's power and supremacy. In verse two Job said, "I know that Thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from Thee." 

2. Job acknowledged his own nothingness and shame. Job said (Job 42:5-6 ): "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 

Thank God for the ready response which Job gave to God's correction. The man who, in the first part of the Book of Job, was acclaimed by God as "perfect and upright"; and who, in the second chapter is acclaimed as, "none like him in all the earth," is made even purer and better by reason of his sore testings and trials. The result of all this is plainly seen in this statement, "So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning" (Job 42:12 ). 

Let the result of our study of this wonderful Book of Job be the obtaining of a better knowledge of God in His own all-glorious Person; as well as a deeper trust in God in His personal care for His people. 

Christians need an unwavering trust in the Eternal and Great I Am. He who watches over the sparrow will surely watch over us. He who clothes the grass of the field will surely clothe us. 

Christians likewise need that quality of faith which will trust in Jehovah, even when there is no light in their sky. They need to know that God cares for them when they cannot see His face, the same as when He graciously manifests to them the glory and grace of His countenance. 

I. A QUESTION AS TO GOD'S ETERNITY (Job 38:4 ) 
Sometimes we have wished that those men and women who deny God's creative acts, and seek to undo the Genesis account of creation, could sit for a moment in Job's place as God thunders out question upon question to Job, in order to bring him to a realization of his own utter ignorance. 

Great men are not always wise. After all, how little do any of us mortals know of the works of the eternal God! 

What we would do, is to drive us all back to God as the One who existed before anything that is made, was made. There, in the might and power and love of His Eternity, God, the Solitary One, stood. He stood "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders." 

Where was man? He was uncreated; he had not yet appeared on the scene of human activities. "In the beginning God" these are the words to which we all must bend the knee, as we worship Jehovah. He it is who worketh all things after the counsel of His will. 

II. A QUESTION AS TO INTELLIGENCE (Job 38:16 ; Job 38:18 ) 
God proceeds to ask Job questions that quickly reveal unto Job the utter incapacity of his intellectual vision. 

Through countless labyrinths of mystic suppositions, through innumerable contradictions of scientific deductions, they have made shipwreck concerning the faith. A "thus saith investigation" (not inspiration, not revelation) may be final to the philosopher, but, let a "thus saith the Lord" remain final to a child of God. The Word of God must ever surpass man's investigation simply because it is the Word of God. With humble, worshipful mien, let us cry, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God." "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it." "How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, O God, how great is the sum of them?" 

III. A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY (Job 38:31-35 ) 
Job in chapter twenty-nine had said, "When I went out to the gate through the city, when I prepared my seat in the street! The young men saw me, and hid themselves: the aged arose, and stood up. The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth. The nobles held their peace." "Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel. Alter my words they spake not again." 

We do not wonder that Job, after God had spoken, said, "I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." At Job's presence others had done this very thing; now the sage among men confesses his utter folly of words, and he is ready to cease speaking. 

Ah, Job, thou art not the only one who speaketh words without knowledge, darkening counsel thereby. One of the signs of our own day is the prating of men, who go about speaking evil of those things which they know not; they speak great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration. God will come upon them one of these days, and convince them of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him. 

Let us all stand before God, acknowledging our ignorance and weakness. One man may say to another, "Come, and he cometh"; and he may say to another man, "Go, and he goeth"; but God can say, "Let there be light," and "there is light." He can say, "Lazarus, come forth"; and, "he that was dead came forth." 

There is a place where the authority of God alone can speak. Let vain man, then, like Job, put his hand on his mouth, and be still. 

IV. A QUESTION OR PROVISION (Job 38:39 ) 
God now comes to Job with another matter for his thought. Job had spoken of having provided for the widow and the orphan. In this Job did well. 

God, in speaking to Job, did not discount his philanthropic spirit; but God asked Job some questions which showed him how his beneficence was circumscribed. 

Thus did God show to Job His care for the animals that rove the earth, or nest in the clefts of the mountains. Job had cared for the poor who were at his steps; God had cared for the innumerable hosts of otherwise helpless beasts and birds upon which no man had ever looked. 

Did not our Lord speak of this very thing, when He said? "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet * * Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field." "Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them." 

We are reminded of that verse in Jonah wherein God said, "And should not I spare Ninevah, that great city, wherein are more than six score thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle." 
Let us acknowledge that the God of creation, the One who holds the planets in His hand, is also the One who cares for the least of His creatures. 

V. A QUESTION OF POWER (Job 40:9-10 ) 
Job had boasted his power in the gates. He had told with glowing colors of how he had been robed. Now Job sat in the dust, and wore sackcloth. He who knew so much of the plaudits of men, had become their byword, and their scorn. 

God stands before the downcast, undone man who was bemoaning the days of his former glory, and the helplessness of his present condition. God said to Job: "Wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest be righteous?" "Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like Him?" 

Then, in order to show Job his utter dependence upon Him, God said to Job, "Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty." 

We wonder if God did not permit Satan to seek Job's undoing, because God saw, in spite of Job's integrity and greatness that he was self-righteous. Of one thing we know, God taught Job his helplessness when shut off from the good hand of God. How could Job deck himself with majesty and excellency, and array himself with glory and beauty, when his body was foul with disease? God continued to ask Job to consider the power of the beasts before which men cowled in fear. God said: "Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee." "Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook?" 

God's description of these massive creatures and their mighty power was given to cause Job to sense his own weakness; and to show him that his own hand could not save him. 

VI. JOB'S CONFESSION (Job 40:4-5 ; Job 42:2-6 ) 
1. Job said, "Behold I am vile." He who had, under the maledictions of his false friends, steadfastly upheld his righteousness, now quailed before God, realizing his own overwhelming vileness and sin. 

When men compare themselves among themselves, and measure themselves by themselves they may boast their goodness. When the same men come into the presence of the holy God, they immediately abhor themselves. 

2. Job said, "I will lay mine hand upon my mouth." He also said, "I uttered that I understood not." It is so easy for men to make their boast of knowledge; but when God comes to them and opens up to them their ignorance, they can do no more than abhor themselves. 

The men of this world, who have not retained God in their knowledge, have been given over to reprobate minds. Here is the Divine picture of such men: "But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption" (2 Peter 2:12 ). Consider these words: "To convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

3. Job said, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." What a confession was this from the man of whom God said, "There is none like him in the earth." Surely none of us will ever again desire to go around parading our own goodness or greatness. Let us walk in all lowliness of mind. 

Some there are who delight to speak of their own prowess. Let us own no righteousness but His, and claim no comeliness excepting that which He has placed upon us. 

Remember that Paul said, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." 

VII. THE END OF THE LORD (James 5:11 ) 
We now come to the closing scenes of the Book of Job. We are about to behold the "end of the Lord." Why all the suffering, all the pain which befell Job? Was it to establish Job's faith and faithfulness, pursuant to Satan's challenge? No doubt. Was it to correct certain things in Job's character which demanded just such an experience as befell Job? No doubt. 

There is, however, another side to all of this. God was preparing the way for Job's enrichment and enlargement. Satan's purpose was the undoing of Job; God's purpose was the uplifting of Job. Mark "the end of the Lord." 
1. Job was restored to the place of an intercessor. The Book opens with Job making a sacrifice, and praying for his children. The Book closes with Job making a sacrifice, and praying for his three friends. 

2. Job was given twice as much as he had before. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 

3. Job's friends and kindred were restored to him, and he feasted with them in joy and gladness, while they brought to him gifts of gold and silver. 

4. Job was given seven sons and three daughters; and in all the land there were no daughters as fair as Job's. 

5. Job was given a long and useful life. So Job died, "Being old and full of years." 

Beloved, we should never judge the artist's picture while it is yet unfinished, on the easel. Sometimes we may feel deserted and forgotten of God. Sometimes the task may be heavy, and disappointments may be severe. Let us wait on the Lord and renew our hope. God will surely lead us out and lead us in out of our poverty, and into His wealth; out of our travail, and into His rest. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?" (Job 38:22 ). 

When the soft, pure flakes fall noiselessly, we instinctively shiver; they are associated in our minds only with hard frosts, leafless trees, and long wintry days; but what about the underground work, hidden roots, and bulbs covered up and kept warm till spring welcomes them? Does life look like a snowcovered plain? Do you feel icebound? Wait there are treasures there, hidden under the chilliest circumstances and surroundings; and the great Gardener will reveal them in time. Treasures of snow and hail! Not by chance do the "chills" touch our life and work. It may be that God allows them, to drive us nearer to Himself the ever-warming center of love; and also, doubtless, that, having gone through the trials ourselves, we may be able to help others afterwards by an enriched experience and sympathy. Let the rays of the Sun of Righteousness so warm your heart that He can reach and thaw other ice-bound souls through you. Laura Barter Snow. 

